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THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION

The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, a not-for-proﬁt corporation under

the laws of the State of New York, resulted from the consolidation on
June 30, 1969 of the Old Dominion Foundation into the Avalon Foundation
with the name of the Avalon Foundation being changed to The Andrew W.
Mellon Foundation. The Avalon Foundation had been founded in 1940 by Ailsa
Mellon Bruce, Andrew W. Mellon’s daughter. The Old Dominion Foundation
had been established in 1941 by Paul Mellon, Andrew W. Mellon’s son.
The Foundation seeks to strengthen, promote, and defend the centrality
of the humanities and the arts to human ﬂourishing and to the well-being
of diverse, fair, and democratic societies. To this end, its core programs
support exemplary and inspiring institutions of higher education and
culture. The Foundation makes grants in ﬁve core program areas: higher
education and scholarship in the humanities; arts and cultural heritage;
scholarly communications; diversity; and international higher education and
strategic projects. Collaborative planning by the Foundation and its grantee
institutions generally precedes the giving of awards and is an integral part
of grantmaking. Unsolicited proposals are rarely supported. Prospective
applicants are therefore encouraged not to submit a full proposal at the
outset but rather an inquiry through the Foundation’s grantee portal, at
https://mellon.ﬂuxx.io. The Foundation does not make grants directly to
individuals or to primarily local organizations.
Within each of its core programs, the Foundation concentrates most of its
grantmaking in a few areas. Institutions and programs receiving support are
often leaders in ﬁelds of Foundation activity, but they may also be promising
newcomers, or in a position to demonstrate new ways of overcoming
obstacles so as to achieve program goals. The Foundation seeks to strengthen
institutions’ core capacities rather than encourage ancillary activities, and it
seeks to continue with programs long enough to achieve meaningful results.
The Foundation makes its grantmaking and particular areas of emphasis
within core programs known in a variety of ways. Annual Reports describe
grantmaking activities and present complete lists of recent grants. The
Foundation’s website describes the core programs in some depth, publishes
past Annual Reports, and furnishes other information concerning the
Foundation’s history, evolution, and current approach to grantmaking.
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“whose histories?”
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On July 1, 2018, I assumed the presidency
of The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, full of respect for the Foundation’s
distinguished history and bringing with me a simple understanding of our
work and the lens through which I wanted us to look at it: social justice. I
have spent these last months learning the Foundation’s work, taking as my
primary charge this phrase from the job description: “In a period of rapid
change and demographic diversiﬁcation, when higher education faces multiple
challenges, the work of the Mellon Foundation has never been more important
or relevant.” It is my aim to help Mellon adopt a broader programmatic
lens and play an even greater leadership role in higher education and the
humanities in our rapidly changing educational, cultural, and demographic
environment. I am asking foundational questions about the strategies of
each program area and the underlying program structures, while staying
mindful of the need to steer the Foundation’s thinking forward in a measured
manner. I have used this time to both assess and represent Mellon; my goal
is to ensure that Mellon continues to work to make higher education, the
arts, and the humanities front and central in our broader community mission.
Within our areas of work, I have proposed we layer a series of questions
and propositions. For example, if a college education is life-transforming
and expanding, how do we think about the question of who has access to
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it? This justice principle is borne out in our pre-existing community college
initiative, our work in four-year degrees in prisons, and our movement
outside of the realm of some of our traditional college and university partners.
I saw our Mellon Mays Undergraduate Fellowship program, which looked
toward its thirtieth anniversary, as a jewel in the crown answering the
challenge of making the humanities academy more accessible to scholars
of color as PhDs, but even more signiﬁcantly, making diverse perspectives
of a diverse faculty central to how we believe universities perform at
their excellent best. What have colleges and universities valued at the
center, and what ﬁelds and bodies of knowledge have been marginalized
in resources and in the conferral of intellectual value? Who is in the room
and at the table? Who is not? What knowledge are we protecting? What
ideas are we upholding? These questions more sharply focus and frame the
work and commitments that Mellon has been committed to for decades.
Our country is in the midst of a horrible laying bare of anxieties and violence
around who is American and who belongs. In about twenty-ﬁve years, more
than half of the population of this country will be people of color. Yet those
people of color have many distinct experiences. So ethnic studies, which is one
of our gifts to world knowledge, as well as our very presence in classrooms as
educators and students become a way also to think about a changing country.
America itself is a term in need of continual reevaluation and deﬁnition. So the
challenge to our community is, how do we understand the stakes of precise
language when violent deeds run rampant about us? What is the power of
your words once we are in the room? How are we responsible for them? What
can you do with them and do words move us closer to the hoped-for ideal of
beloved community? How do we challenge each other? That doesn’t mean,
do we say nice things to each other. Rather, it means you understand that
our words are vessels ﬁlled with meaning and intent, and that our language
is what we live in, and thus, how we collectively express ourselves, one voice
at a time.
In Scholarly Communications, some of the justice inquiries can begin with,
what do we give the status of “knowledge”? Who has access to it? By digitizing
and archiving, what are we trying to save and why? What and who has been
deemed precious and worth saving, and how can we critically expand that
deﬁnition? What has been neglected? And in Arts and Cultural Heritage, as
we think about the unique power of art to move us and enable us to imagine
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other lives, other worlds, and expanded possibilities, we can begin to ask,
how do we make these extraordinary experiences more widely available, and
how do we think rigorously about art makers, forms, and traditions that have
been under-acknowledged? In our work in art conservation and archiving,
the questions echo with those we pose of Scholarly Communications, which
cultural heritage? How do we determine what to save, and expand our
understanding of what is treasured and of the ages?
The work of justice and labor of visioning a better world is hard work, and
so we also will think about identifying the leaders, the scholars and thinkers
and justice workers and artists, who do that work on behalf of our society. In
particular:
•

I want us to support work that clearly shows the unique power of art to
transport and also gives others the experience of enchantment, power,
and possibility.

•

I want to support cultural work that helps us more accurately tell the
story of a richly diverse America and understand more deeply who we are
as a nation, in relationship to the rest of the world, lifting up narratives
that have been decentered or falsely cast.

•

I want us to ﬁnd and support arts and culture institutions and projects
where there is active, creative thinking about how to make the work
they present relevant and accessible while pursuing the highest levels of
excellence.

•

In higher education, I want all of our work to reﬂect our belief that
higher learning is truly transformative, and to integrate those voices,
perspectives, and knowledge as well as work with institutions that are
thinking critically about questions of access to higher education.

•

I want to support work that takes diversity as a value unto itself as a way
of reﬂecting the essentially polyglot character of this country, and the
belief that we learn the most from exposure to a range of eloquent voices
and perspectives.

•

I want our Foundation to be more outward-facing in its work, both lifting
up the work that we do and also signaling to wider audiences who might
not yet be working with us that we seek the best ideas and are looking in
places where we have not worked before.
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•

I want there to be a justice element to all of our work, within the
Foundation itself and in our grantmaking and outside engagement.

•

I want to help more people believe that arts and humanities have an
essential place in the world.

This sharpened direction is not new but rather evolutionary from Mellon’s
good works. I have gestured toward this road forward by making substantial
signature grants out of the President’s Ofﬁce to the Equal Justice Initiative
(EJI), The Studio Museum in Harlem, Firelight Media, the Academy of
American Poets, and the National Trust for Historic Preservation. My
own stewardship of grantmaking is meant to model thinking outside of the
proverbial box, bringing new networks of opportunity to the table. Let me
lay out some of that grantmaking in detail, as it marks the beginnings of our
direction forward.
Equal Justice Initiative Peace and Justice Memorial

Living in Montgomery for three decades, Bryan Stevenson realized that active
historical forgetting of race histories in the South is an enabling condition of
unequal treatment of African Americans in the criminal justice system, from
presumptions of guilt and discriminatory jury practices to disproportionate
conviction rates and unusually harsh punishment, including death penalty
sentences. He noticed that while the city has several dozen prominent
monuments and sites that lionize the Confederacy, no public space in the city
acknowledged its major role in the domestic slave trade as a steamboat and
railroad destination for enslaved people brought from southern ports as well
as northern points of sale, and as a major warehousing and auctioneering
entrepôt. By 1860, more than 435,000 African American people were enslaved
in Alabama—a full 45 percent of the total population of the state.1 While
several impressive organizations document the heroic aspects of the struggle
for civil rights in the city, such as the Rosa Parks Library and Museum at Troy
University, the Civil Rights Memorial, and the Dexter Avenue King Memorial
Baptist Church, until recently there were no markers of the long history of
slavery that propelled the need for the civil rights struggle in the ﬁrst place.
EJI convinced initially resistant historical organizations in Alabama to allow
the placement of three markers of the history of the slave trade at the port
site, the major auction location, and one of the large warehouses which, as
Stevenson discovered, was the building where EJI had established its current
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C O N F E D E R AT E I C O N O G R A P H Y I N T H E U S
BY STATE

Q10 or Fewer

Q14 – 50

Q51 – 99

Q100 or More

BY KIND

Body of Water
5
Bridge
2
Building
15
City
23
College
3
Commem. License Plate 9
County
56
Flag
9
Highway / Roadway 645
Holiday / Observances 23
Marker
2
Military Base
10
1SRYQIRX

Other
19
Park
35
Plaque
1
Scholarship
1
School
103
Seal
4
Song
1
Grand Total
1,744

8LI7SYXLIVR4SZIVX]0E['IRXIVMHIRXM½IH
Confederate monuments, place names, and other
symbols still in public spaces, both in the South and
across the nation. These include:

778

monuments, more
than 300 of which are
in Georgia, Virginia, or
North Carolina

103

public K-12 schools
and three colleges
named for
Robert E. Lee,
Jefferson Davis,
or other
Confederate icons

79

counties and
cities named for
Confederates

23

observed state
holidays in eleven states

10

US military
bases

Source: Southern Poverty Law Center, Whose Heritage? Public Symbols of the Confederacy, 2019
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ofﬁces. Building on this work, EJI then pursued the creation of two major
cultural institutions in the city that memorialize and tell the story of the
connections between slavery and the injustice of the modern system of mass
incarceration and excessive punishment. Both opened in the spring of 2018.
Stevenson is a compassionate advocate, and the aspect of his gift that is
especially powerful is that he is a storyteller. He has put his legal training
and genius to work as an advocate for people. It is his gift for storytelling and
his understanding of the need to visualize and empathize that carry the work
forward broadly so that others may understand the structural and historical
forces that have rendered some lives less valued than others, and thus be
moved to see this inequality as utterly unacceptable.
The South, writ large, has been largely overlooked by philanthropy. We know,
for example, that between 2010 and 2014, the Alabama Black Belt and the
Mississippi Delta beneﬁted from just $41 per person in foundation funding,
compared to the national funding rate of $451 per person and the New York
State rate of $995 per person.2 Stevenson’s commitment and resolve in
building the Legacy Museum and National Memorial for Peace and Justice
in Montgomery, demanding attention alongside other pillars of America’s
history—the church where Martin Luther King, Jr. and others planned
the Montgomery bus boycott, the First White House of the Confederacy,
where Jefferson Davis lived, all alongside nearly sixty local Confederate
memorials—is masterful storytelling, making visible our wretched history
of racial violence, a history whose implications lead us to today. Without
that visibility, the story does not make sense. How did we get here? These
structures rewrite Montgomery landscape and history, and commemorate
southern history in a new way.
National Trust for Historic Preservation: The African American
Cultural Heritage Action Fund

The number of culturally diverse historic sites in America is difﬁcult to
measure precisely, but the most well-informed sources give a clear indication.
A minuscule share of sites listed on the National Register of Historic Places
represent African American, Hispanic, or Asian heritage.3 Meanwhile,
monuments to the Confederacy and schools named for its heroes continue to
proliferate in the American landscape.
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Our grant to the National Trust for Historic Preservation to establish the
African American Cultural Heritage Action Fund, in addition to our grant to
EJI’s visionary memorial and museum, gestures a new commitment in the
Foundation’s work to a project we might call “rewriting the American story in
space and structure.” Through this new work we begin to interrogate what—
and who—is deserving of memorialization in our contemporary culture. It is
a wonderful responsibility we bear as grantmakers to steward extraordinary
resources—we now take it as our task to ask ourselves, whose histories have
we consistently attended to, and who do those histories serve?

Jacob Lawrence, The Library [now the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture], 1960,
Smithsonian American Art Museum, © 2019 The Estate of Jacob Lawrence/Artists Rights Society
(ARS), New York.

Academy of American Poets

If we believe in the power of words, and that words matter and if we believe
that words carry not only meaning but also carry something human, that
shared language and the exchange of language is one of the things that
makes us human and if we believe that precision with the word matters, that
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striving for absolute precision with the word is one of the ways that human
beings can communicate deeply enough in order to overcome that which is
not understood between us; if we believe also that there is too much language
in the air right now that is imprecise, false, harmful, operating not to bridge
understanding but to create misunderstanding, to divide and that there
is very precise if inelegant language that is being used for the purpose of
misnaming and dividing us, we might think about poetry and its possibilities
and purposes as distilled and precise language.
Poetry is language designed to bridge and can uniquely hold complexity
and contradiction. Poetry creates language that can sustain irresolution and
create the time it takes to live with that lack of resolution and perhaps let it
shift a little. Poetry is the art form in words that is most accessible, which may
seem surprising because it is seen as esoteric.
According to data from the National Endowment for the Arts, recent years
have seen the highest on-record poetry readership over a ﬁfteen-year period.
The Academy of American Poets (AAP), a membership-based organization
founded in 1934 that tracks trends related to poetry, cites a number of
contributing factors: the growth of social media, where poems are well
suited for sharing; the maturation over the last twenty years of the poetry
slam and National Poetry Month; the contributions of decades-old groups
such as CantoMundo, Cave Canem, and Kundiman that support poets of
color; a proliferation of poetry websites and digital publishing projects; and
new, energetic leadership. Perhaps most importantly, in a current social and
political context that is marked by attention to pressing issues and debate
about core freedoms—including of expression and the press—poetry
encourages empathic ways to restore meaning, elevate debate, and contribute
to a functioning democracy.
AAP’s president and executive director, Jennifer Benka, would like to
empower poets laureate of states and cities to host a greater number of
events that would enable communities to know them, and inspire the creation,
performance, and reading of poetry, particularly by young people. Benka
proposed to launch a competition that would make awards for these purposes
to ten to twenty poets laureate across the United States. Applicants are
current poets laureate who propose local or statewide projects that engage
people with poetry and address pressing issues in their communities.
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Poetry is small, it is portable, it is revered the world over and understood in
other societies. And it is an art form underserved by philanthropy. It is not an
art form that necessarily needs extensive philanthropy, but it is a philanthropy
bargain for the power of what it can achieve.
The Studio Museum in Harlem

For over half a century, the Studio Museum has helped artists of African
descent from all over the world achieve the recognition and success that
more traditional art museums were initially hesitant to extend. Since 2014,
the Studio Museum has pursued a building project that will give it the
space and quality of facilities commensurate with a program that has grown
dramatically in size and ambition since its century-old commercial building
was adapted for the museum in the 1980s. David Adjaye, the architect of the
National Museum of African American History and Culture, has designed an
82,000-square-foot building that will occupy the museum’s historic site at the
heart of Harlem. And provide a world-class home for this singular, inspiring
art space.
The Studio Museum is not only an unequaled center for the generation and
promotion of art by artists of African descent in the United States, but also a
truly unique museum in the world. Recognizing the Studio Museum’s outsized
contributions to African American and African diaspora art and to diversity
in the museum profession, the Foundation has since 2011 awarded three
grants of $1 million each to strengthen the museum’s curatorial work and
training capacity, providing enhanced staff support and funds for curatorial
fellowships, research, and travel. With these resources, the museum has also
expanded the scope of its exhibition program to engage in more sustained
projects with emerging artists and curators.
The museum has also created new horizons of ambition for other institutions
dedicated to art from historically underrepresented and disadvantaged
communities. All the while, the museum’s access to philanthropic resources
has been disproportionately small in relation to this enormous reach and
inﬂuence. For all of these reasons, the Foundation’s contribution to the success
of the Studio Museum’s campaign will be of signal importance.
Turning from these signal grants, a word about how I am thinking about
the public role of the president to shine a light on the ideas that animate our
work. As president, my travel has often also signaled expanded curiosities
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about the potential reach of our work. My ﬁrst travel as president was to
Jackson, Mississippi, a state long-neglected by philanthropy, where I toured
the Mississippi Civil Rights Museum and the Mississippi Museum of Art
and spoke with the museum’s Center for Art & Public Exchange team, as
well as met with a range of civic, educational, and political leaders. I went
to Cleveland for the day to see the inaugural Cleveland triennial, as I am
interested in city-wide cultural initiatives. In October, I traveled to the
Bedford Hills Correctional Facility for Women, for a New York Consortium
for Higher Education in Prison conference, signaling a further-developing
area of interest for the Foundation.
Finally, at this moment in Mellon’s history we say goodbye to Board chair
Danielle Allen, who has served as Foundation Trustee for eleven years and
as chair for four.
In addition to her extraordinary scholarly accomplishments, Danielle is
modest about her Board service. It is remarkable. In her long service on the
Amherst College board, the Pulitzer Prize Board, and at Mellon, she works
outside of the day job that builds and strengthens the ﬁeld to uphold certain
values: of truth, or knowledge, or just learning communities, of the joy of hard
work and intellectual discovery, the value of books. She upholds the value of
an education and of the humanities.
At a “Meet the Trustees” tea discussion at the Foundation in December,
Danielle told us that her abiding love of poetry began when her parents
moved to France when she was a child and she was allowed to bring two
books over the ocean and chose poetry, because she understood then that
it would be most sustaining. But I think what characterizes poetry is what
characterizes Danielle’s mind: nuance and subtlety. Complexity. Beautifully
jagged symmetry—an unﬂinching eye for truth. The ability to sustain
contradiction. The stamina to move a complex argument to its conclusion.
Belief that noticing matters and that in the smallest details there are insights,
if you attend to them. Belief that your mind can shift and change over the
course of a walk, an argument, a poem. That if you listen carefully, you may
not understand something fully at ﬁrst pass but the subtleties will unfold.
Belief that language is the ﬁnest human currency and that with it, we are
society, and that therein is the hope for increased understanding and justice. I
think Danielle believes those things, and her leadership at Mellon exempliﬁed
those values and qualities of mind and diligence. For that, we thank her.
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It seems apt to conclude these thoughts with a poem, a sonnet that I wrote
in the book Miss Crandall’s School for Young Ladies and Little Misses of
Color.4 I include it because it gives us the example of an undertold American
story, from the nineteenth century, of Prudence Crandall, a white Quaker
educator who literally risked her life to educate young black women while
slavery was still the law of the land. Despite all that moved to thwart her, she
believed that in beauty, and learning, there was liberation.
Allegiance

Teacher is bewildered when packages
and letters come from far to say how brave,
how visionary, how stare-down-the-beast
is Prudence Crandall of Canterbury.
Work, she says, there is always work to do,
not in the name of self but in the name,
the water-clarity of what is right.
We crave radiance in this austere world,
light in the spiritual darkness.
Learning is the one perfect religion,
its path correct, narrow, certain, straight.
At its end it blossoms and billows
into vari-colored polyphony:
the sweet inﬁnity of true knowledge.
These words are apt for what I believe in at Mellon, the values we will continue
to protect, enact, and exalt.

Elizabeth Alexander
President
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of June, 1860: Alabama,” in Population of the United States in 1860 (Washington, DC: Government
4VMRXMRK3J½GI EGGIWWIH1E]
https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1860/population/1860a-04.pdf.
2 Ryan Schlegel and Stephanie Peng, As The South Grows: On Fertile Soil (National Committee for
6IWTSRWMZI4LMPERXLVST]ERH+VERXQEOIVWJSV7SYXLIVR4VSKVIWW%TVMP EGGIWWIH1E]
LXXTW[[[RGVTSVK[TGSRXIRXYTPSEHW%WXLI7SYXL+VS[W3R*IVXMPI7SMPTHJ
 7II2IH/EYJQER³³,MWXSVMG4PEGIWERHXLI(MZIVWMX](I½GMXMR,IVMXEKI'SRWIVZEXMSR´´CRM: The
Journal of Heritage Stewardship 1, no. 2 (Summer 2004), accessed May 28, 2019,
https://home1.nps.gov/CRMJournal/summer2004/article3.html; Ned Kaufman, “Cultural Heritage
Needs Assessment: Phase I,” (version as of April 8, 2004), accessed May 29, 2019,
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/tellingallamericansstories/upload/PhaseIReport.pdf.
4 Miss Crandall’s School for Young Ladies and Little Misses of Color.8I\XGST]VMKLXF]
Elizabeth Alexander and Marilyn Nelson. All rights reserved. Published by WordSong, an imprint
of Boyds Mills & Kane.
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Philadanco! The Philadelphia Dance Company/International Association of Blacks in Dance
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Supporting the arts and humanities for
diverse, fair, and democratic societies
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In 2018 the Foundation welcomed Elizabeth Alexander as its seventh
president. Taking up the themes of continuity and change that had motivated
the Foundation’s strategic plan in 2014, President Alexander worked with
program leadership throughout the year to review our mission statement,
sharpen our consensus on the Foundation’s values and grantmaking tenets,
and begin to develop a strategic framework that can serve as a touchstone for
our programs. Although this exhilarating work will continue through 2019, we
afﬁrmed, with minor tweaks, our mission statement:
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation seeks to strengthen, promote,
and defend the centrality of the humanities and the arts to human
ﬂourishing and to the well-being of diverse, fair, and democratic
societies. To this end, our core programs support exemplary and
inspiring institutions of higher education and culture.
The key additional word in the statement is “fair.” As we witnessed heightened
divisions in public discourse and persistent inequalities in higher education,
the humanities, and the arts, we resolved to ask harder questions not only of
the ﬁelds we serve, but also of equity in our historical philanthropic patterns.
As President Alexander writes in her annual report essay, whose stories
have been supported by philanthropy in general, and ours in particular, and
whose have been less visible or erased? Which sorts of organizations receive
more support than others? Who have been helped on their paths to become
leaders of arts and culture or professors in the American classroom? How
are academic positions, fellowships, and awards distributed, and who gets
to decide? While these concerns have motivated much of the Foundation’s
work in the past—with our ﬂagship Mellon Mays Undergraduate Fellowship
program for faculty diversity nearing its thirtieth anniversary in 2019—our
strategic framing process convinced us that we should study and ask these
questions of social justice more consistently throughout our work.
The Year in Themes

Not so long ago, many Americans would have considered higher education
a quite self-evident value, and a fair shake and democratic processes
fundamental to a society of immigrants. As in recent years, in 2018 public
discourse registered growing division and polarization around these topics.
The decline of citizen trust in the institutions that form the bedrock of
American democracy, including universities, continued. In June 2018, a Gallup
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poll of US views of colleges and universities registered a rapid downturn in
public conﬁdence in higher education over the past three years (Figure 1).

Figure 1. Gallup Poll of US Views of Higher Education, June 2018

'SR½HIRGIMR,MKLIV)HYGEXMSR(IGPMRMRK
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2015

2018

Change

%

%

pct. pts.

US adults



48

-9

Republicans

56

39



Independents

48

44

-4

Democrats

68

62

-6

Source:.IJJVI]1.SRIW±'SR½HIRGIMR,MKLIV)HYGEXMSR(S[R7MRGI²Gallup Blog, October 9, 2018,
LXXTWRI[WKEPPYTGSQSTMRMSRKEPPYTGSR½HIRGILMKLIVIHYGEXMSRHS[REWT\

Today, less than 50 percent of Americans have conﬁdence in higher education;
among Republicans, it is less than 40 percent. Support has gone down fast
even among Democrats. Higher education retained greater conﬁdence than
other institutions—it was fourth in the June Gallup poll list, and beat the
United States Congress, which hit rock bottom at 11 percent (Figure 2)—but
these numbers were small comfort as the country witnessed sustained attacks
on the value of free speech, the rule of law, and the possibility of evaluating
truth claims at all. Signiﬁcant segments of the American population viewed
the country’s demographic diversity and immigration with suspicion or
fear. Throughout the year these divisions were spilling over onto university
campuses, where academic freedom has seen some erosion.1
Distrust of higher education sounded by now familiar refrains: that college
should be cheaper, more focused on immediate workforce placement, less
oriented to “useless” majors such as history, literature, or the arts, and
more open to conservative positions. Graduate education is virtually absent
from public discourse about the creativity, competitiveness, and prosperity
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Figure 2. Gallup Poll of US Views of Institutions, June 2018

Confidence in Institutions, 2018 Survey
Now I am going to read you a list of Institutions in American society. Please tell me how much
confidence you, yourself, have in each one — a great deal, quite a lot, some or very little?
% Great deal/Quite a lot

The military

74%

Small business

67%

The police

54%

Higher education

48%
38%

The church or organized religion
The presidency

37%
37%

The US Supreme Court
The medical system

36%
30%

Banks

29%

The public schools

26%

Organized labor

25%

Big business

23%

Newspapers

22%

The criminal justice system

20%

Television news
Congress

11%

GALLUP, JUNE 1-13 2018

Source:.IJJVI]1.SRIW±'SR½HIRGIMR,MKLIV)HYGEXMSR(S[R7MRGI²Gallup Blog, October 9, 2018,
LXXTWRI[WKEPPYTGSQSTMRMSRKEPPYTGSR½HIRGILMKLIVIHYGEXMSRHS[REWT\

of the United States. Public universities committed to providing a broader
liberal arts education found themselves struggling particularly to maintain
or defend such programs. In this context, the Foundation’s Mellon Research
Forum on the Value of a Liberal Arts Education accelerated its efforts to
launch research reviews and new studies of the value and effectiveness of an
integrated undergraduate education fueled by curiosity and critical thinking,
and offering both breadth and depth in its curriculum.
Numerous universities and colleges requested support for interventions
that may help stem declines in humanities enrollments, both at the level of
majors and in individual course enrollments.2 No magical ﬁx can bring back
humanities enrollments if courses of study are not seen to be relevant by
students, and it was therefore heartening that many undergraduate programs
seek to address just this problem, whether through a philosophy course such
as Notre Dame’s on what it means to live a good life, or by having students and
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faculty work in teams that research, analyze, and even remediate pressing
issues in neighboring communities.
While the nation’s divisions affected university campuses and cultural
institutions, and often interfered harmfully in the processes of education or
building civic community, program staff also witnessed scholars and artists
vigorously resist the tides of virulent racism and anti-immigrant rhetoric
and policies. Many of the grants described in the ﬁve essays below by our
grantmaking program leaders helped creative and courageous leaders in
higher education, the arts, and culture address these conditions through
curricular innovation, public humanities activities, new artistic productions,
and pathway programs for the advancement of historically underrepresented
communities in institutions of higher education and the arts.
Several grants propelled by President Alexander are exemplary of this
work in that they responded to inspiring leaders who deploy history and art
for greater understanding of our contemporary conditions. Major grants
supported Bryan Stevenson’s Equal Justice Initiative for the interpretive
center associated with its National Memorial for Peace and Justice; the Studio
Museum in Harlem for a building project that will enable this extraordinary
institution to redouble its mission to lift up artists of the African diaspora;
and Firelight Media for Stanley Nelson’s deeply researched ﬁlm project on
the long shadows of the transatlantic slave trade onto our century. Alexander
also spearheaded new efforts to support poetry—not historically a dedicated
area of the Foundation’s work—noting that in addition to being an expressive
form of great beauty and clarity, it can be a bulwark against the degradation
of language in a divisive world. Indeed, the National Endowment for the Arts
reported that over the past ﬁve years, the number of poetry readers in the
United States has increased notably, to 28 million adults in 2018.3 One of the
Foundation’s grants for poetry enabled the Academy of American Poets to
provide state and municipal poets laureate with awards to support programs
in communities around the country.
As in 2017, the Foundation again supported major efforts to provide better
information to the public about the role of the humanities and the arts in
the life of the nation, particularly through grants to key partners such as
the National Humanities Alliance and Americans for the Arts. Other grant
initiatives were designed to stage discussions and public events that can help
bring diverse communities together around ideas, histories, and creative
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works. The National Book Foundation, PEN America, and the Public Theater
are among the organizations that received support for projects that engage
a wide range of audiences with the ways writers, actors, and journalists can
make difﬁcult topics discussable. Despite the ideological divisions that have
roiled the political landscape, there has been no broad public turn against
the value of art, history, and culture in people’s lives—even if the humanities
and arts in higher education are under duress. For the second year in a row,
the United States Congress resoundingly rejected proposals effectively to
eliminate the National Endowments for the Arts and Humanities; instead,
the agencies received appropriation increases of $3 million each, bringing
their budgets to almost $153 million, a level not seen since 2011. In another
sign of positive change in the cultural landscape even while shrill discourse
prevails, our second demographic survey of American art museum staff
showed modest increases in the representation of people of color in a range
of positions, including the curatorial, since 2015. The number of women in
leadership positions also grew, though the most senior directorships remain
overwhelmingly white and male. Most importantly, the survey showed that
with a little focus, it is entirely possible to hire diverse and inclusive museum
staff.4
The problems of American democracy were not unique. All around the
world nativism and nationalism were on the rise, and borders appeared to
be closing. International academic exchange can help combat these trends.
There was some good news in this respect, as students from many countries
appeared not to be shrinking back from seeking education abroad.5 The
Foundation’s grantmaking has always included a measure of support for
exemplary work by institutions abroad and for international collaboration,
and this grantmaking continued in 2018. In the fall we celebrated a long run of
thirty years of dedicated work in South Africa, most of it aimed at healing and
strengthening South African universities after apartheid, and making them
more representative of the country’s population at large. A series of colloquia
in Johannesburg, the Western Cape, and Durban enabled us to take stock
of these programs with our South African colleagues and scholars from the
United States and elsewhere.
Program staff recognized that international academic solidarity is especially
important in a geopolitical moment that appears harsher than even a few
years ago. Several grants supported programs that protect academic freedom
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and help scholars in exile or at risk of persecution and violence rebuild their
personal and academic lives. The Foundation was also alert to opportunities
to support joint inquiry by scholars from different countries. Even with
the plethora of tools for discovery and connection online, it can be difﬁcult
for scholars to ﬁnd colleagues or projects of interest to them outside their
own parts of the world. To begin to mitigate this problem and make clearer
what forms the humanities take in different regions, the Foundation along
with funders on other continents supported a new initiative to map global
humanities activity through a World Humanities Report. Coordinated by
an independent, international editorial committee lodged in the Consortium
of Humanities Centers and Institutes, the report is expected to bring forth
recommendations in 2020. While the enterprise is likely to be messy and
success is not assured, the effort by itself seems a signiﬁcant intervention in our
time. If humanists cannot ﬁnd common purpose across national boundaries,
we cannot expect governments or the general public to understand why the
humanities matter and deserve our support
The Year in Numbers

In 2018 the Foundation appropriated 465 grants totaling almost $311 million,
an increase of about $25 million over 2017. As Figure 3 shows, the majority
of grants over the past three years has ranged in amount from $500,000 to
$2.5 million; in 2018, we made 225 grants, or almost half of the total number,
in that range. Occasionally, as in the instances of the Equal Justice Initiative
and Studio Museum, initiatives are so critically aligned with the Foundation’s
mission that grants of more than $4 million are warranted (ﬁve such grants
were made); at the other end of the spectrum, we frequently support smaller
organizations and projects whose creative work can be catalyzed or sustained
with grants below $500,000 (220 were made in 2018, of which 55 were below
$100,000). Creating a mix of large and smaller grants in such a way that
Foundation funds are deployed maximally—and with efﬁcient use of staff
resources—for the change we hope to encourage is an ongoing balancing act.
Similarly, as we discussed in the annual report for 2017, like all foundations
we have available to us a range of grantmaking tools: spendable grants,
endowment grants—with or without matching requirements—and programrelated investments such as zero- or low-interest loans. Given the urgencies
described throughout this report, we sought to ensure that our funds would
help as many vital institutions as possible, and in as immediate a fashion
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Figure 3. Total Mellon Foundation Grants by Grant Amount (2016–18)
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Figure 4. Total Mellon Foundation Grants by Grant Support Type (2016–18)
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as their projects allowed. That prioritization favored spendable funds over
endowment grants, which can take years to generate usable income, especially
when matching conditions are attached. Spendable grants are also nimble tools
for facilitating the sorts of inter-institutional collaborations whose power can
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transcend the outcomes of grants to individual institutions. For these reasons
we limited the proportion of endowment grants in our overall grantmaking
to only 2 percent, a decrease of 3 percent compared to the previous
year (Figure 4); of the four endowment grants made, one required
matching support.
As philanthropic trends change right along with the economy and politics of
a society, the Mellon Foundation’s grantmaking priorities and toolkits will
continue to evolve. There is no simple right or wrong in philanthropy, but there
are special opportunities that come with being a funder that is constrained by
neither the political vagaries of government budgets nor the decisive realities
of a market economy. Throughout 2018, the Foundation’s grantmaking and
research staff were keenly aware of the responsibilities that come with the
unusual position that allows us to respond quickly to needs and opportunities
while we also need to train our eyes on the horizons beyond ours now.

Mariët Westermann
Executive Vice President for Programs and Research
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1 The annual report Free to Think 2018 produced by Scholars at Risk (which received grant support
for its monitoring of academic freedom) documented an increase in attacks on higher education
communities and scholars and students around the world, including the United States,
https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/resources/free-to-think-2018/.
2 Benjamin Schmidt, “The Humanities Are in Crisis,” The Atlantic, August 23, 2018, revising his more
optimistic views of a few years before in his “The Data Shows There’s No Real Crisis in the
Humanities,” New York Times, November 4, 2013 and updated December 15, 2015.
3 US Trends in Arts Attendance and Literary Reading: 2002–2017; a First Look at Results from the 2017
Survey of Public Participation in the Arts (Washington, DC: National Endowment for the Arts,
7ITXIQFIV LXXTW[[[EVXWKSZWMXIWHIJEYPX½PIWWTTETVIZMI[6):WITXTHJ
4 The survey was conducted by Ithaka S+R and commissioned by the Mellon Foundation in close
collaboration with the Association of Art Museum Directors and the American Alliance of Museums.
5 See Open Doors 2018, the rich data and report compiled by the Institute of International Education
on international education exchange, with sections on international students in the United States,
American students studying abroad, and global student mobility, https://www.iie.org/Research-andInsights/Open-Doors/Open-Doors-2018-Media-Information. Although numbers of students in each
SJXLIWIGEXIKSVMIWMRGVIEWIHWPMKLXP]MR¯TEXXIVRWSJWXYHIRXQSFMPMX]WYKKIWXXLEXJSVIMKR
WXYHIRXWEVI½RHMRKEPXIVREXMZIWXSXLI%QIVMGERW]WXIQSJLMKLIVIHYGEXMSRXLEXLEWJSVHIGEHIW
FIIRXLIQSWXWSYKLXEJXIVMRXLI[SVPH*SVXLIWIGSRH]IEVMREVS[XLIIRVSPPQIRXSJRI[½VWX
time international undergraduate and graduate students declined, reversing a steady upward trend
for most of this century.
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Enhancing humanities research and
learning for the public good

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION

The program in Higher Education and Scholarship in the Humanities
(HESH) was led by Senior Program Ofﬁcers Dianne Harris and Eugene
Tobin. Throughout the year, institutions of higher education felt the
reverberations of challenges to civil society in the United States and around
the world, including a rise in authoritarianism, assertions of ethnic and racial
supremacy, and a continuing crisis of forced migration. In response, many
colleges and universities reexamined their core missions. What is the role of
higher education? Who is being taught? Who does the teaching, and what and
how do they teach? What responsibilities do scholars have to their institutions
and society today, and how are new PhDs prepared for these shifting roles?
These questions test the limits of free speech, academic freedom, ethical
conduct, and the relationship of the arts and humanities to the human
condition. They assumed greater urgency because public discourse on higher
education has largely been oriented toward the economic costs and beneﬁts
of a college degree, with a focus on preparing college graduates for the labor
market, stemming the rise of tuition, and reducing student debt. In this
climate, enrollments in humanities majors and courses have been declining
at greater rates than in previous decades. The HESH program responded
to this constellation of challenges by supporting initiatives that revitalize
undergraduate curricula in the humanities; reimagine the humanities
doctorate for career opportunities within and outside the academy; encourage
the participation of humanists in interdisciplinary research that addresses
grand challenges; and inform the public more clearly about the salience of
the humanities for all citizens. Grantmaking supported the ambitions of
institutions of higher education and culture to collaborate in working on
these issues in local or regional settings. Many grants bespoke renewed
commitments to diversity, equity, and inclusion on campus, from community
and liberal arts colleges to comprehensive and research-intensive universities.
Occasionally, priorities coalesced in an omnibus grant that touched all the
bases. Duke University, for example, received a grant to develop collaborative
partnerships with liberal arts colleges and Historically Black Colleges and
Universities that will create pathways for undergraduate education, career
development, and doctoral reform, while attracting academically excellent
students from a neighboring community college.
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Revitalizing the Humanities Curriculum for Our Time

Innovative courses taught by outstanding faculty can inspire undergraduates
to discover new disciplines or seek to comprehend huge ethical, social, and
environmental changes. A grant to the University of Notre Dame in support of
its nationally recognized Philosophy as a Way of Life course has the potential
to revitalize the study of philosophy, with aims to generate a national network
of such courses. Similarly, a grant to Reed College supporting sweeping
chronological and thematic changes to its yearlong humanities requirement
may serve as a model for core courses across the country. Northwestern
University shifted its American studies curriculum toward more intercultural
and comparative study of race, ethnicity, religion, gender, and sexuality in
the Americas. Throughout the year, HESH staff paid special attention to
interdisciplinary research centers, institutes, and initiatives that focused on
issues of local, national, and global relevance. At the University of Virginia,
new democracy labs will enable students and faculty to work through the
pernicious and persistent fault lines of racism and gender going back to the
origins of the United States that are also a part of Thomas Jefferson’s legacy
at his university.
Humanities Pedagogies and Pathways for a Changing College
Population

HESH grants continued to reconsider the ways in which campuses address
“diversity,” “inclusion,” and “belonging” in and outside the classroom. The
University of Massachusetts at Boston, a public comprehensive institution
that is becoming a more residential campus, received support to make the
humanities a more visible and felt experience for its growing population of ﬁrstgeneration, working-class students and adult learners. Across the country,
a grant to the University of California at Riverside, a Hispanic-Serving
Institution (HSI), is nurturing the professional development of faculty whose
visibility, contributions, and commitment are inextricably linked to student
success. At another HSI, the University of California at Santa Barbara,
faculty and graduate students are developing interdisciplinary courses with
strong humanities content that also offer pathways for participation by
students from neighboring Santa Barbara City College.
A grant to the University of Utah helped launch a Paciﬁc Islands studies
program and a community-college bridge program that aims to increase the
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matriculation of students from the Paciﬁc Islander community in Salt Lake
City. HESH’s innovative community college-university partnership initiative
builds relationships between faculty across campuses, clariﬁes curricular
pathways for transfer students in the humanities, and encourages completion
of the bachelor’s degree. Grants in the initiative provided renewed support for
a collaboration between the University of Washington and the Seattle District
of community colleges, and established two new partnerships between the
Virginia Community College System and Virginia Commonwealth University,
and between Central New Mexico Community College and the University of
New Mexico.
HESH continued to make grants in support of prison education and reentry
programs, both as a means of expanding access and educational attainment
for incarcerated and formerly incarcerated students, and to educate students
“on the outside” about the criminal justice system. Grants to Columbia and
Cornell Universities strengthened ongoing initiatives and support for new
college-in-prison collaborators, including the Prison University Project,
Auburn and Wesleyan Universities, Pitzer College (on behalf of the Claremont
Colleges), the John Jay College of Criminal Justice (CUNY), and the State
University of New York system, and provided opportunities to learn and
share best practices with colleagues in different parts of the country.
Forging a Social Compact for Higher Education, the Humanities, and
the Public Good

Although many Americans acknowledge the contributions of higher education
to society and the economy, a college degree is still widely perceived as serving
a private (individual) rather than a public good. As public skepticism about
the value of higher education mounted, HESH redoubled efforts to identify
initiatives at universities and colleges that engage faculty and students in
the surrounding communities, enhancing research and learning while also
demonstrating how these institutions serve the commonweal beyond their
student populations. A grant to Indiana University enables faculty, graduate
students, and undergraduates to conduct interdisciplinary research with
broad reach and relevance to the state’s rural communities. Cornell University
is developing community partnerships in the villages and towns of the Finger
Lakes region around the future of work; the prison economy on which so
many communities depend; and daily battles of local citizens with depression,
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addiction, food scarcity, and suicide. The University of Arizona’s Conﬂuence
Center for Creative Inquiry will examine the complexity of transnational and
multicultural identities in lives lived near and across the Arizona border. At
Carolina Performing Arts at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill,
the co-creation of performances by faculty, graduate students, community
members, and nationally renowned artists has the potential to forge new
models for civil discourse and cultural understanding across social divides.
Although substantial initiatives for the common good are a self-evident
part of the mission of a public university, private liberal arts colleges are
increasingly pursuing similar work with their local communities. HESH staff
encouraged colleges to use their human and capital resources to develop
deep partnerships with local partners that connect students and faculty to
historical problems and contemporary challenges. With the ﬁrst tranche
of these grants, Dickinson, Lake Forest, and Mills Colleges are forging
relationships with school districts, regional development authorities, cultural
and civic institutions, and artists and community groups to research African
American grave sites; document the history of the Carlisle Indian Industrial
School (1879–1918); examine food insecurity; explore the legacy of restrictive
housing; and draw on poets and creative writers as sources of local history,
pride, and identity. The colleges’ visible commitment to engaged scholarship
in local settings has a chance of bridging the social fragmentation that divides
America and isolates higher education institutions from their communities.
The Humanities Doctorate: Recalibration and Reinvention

Throughout 2018, HESH staff observed a growing resolve among academic
leaders that the training of humanities PhDs needs to be realigned with
systemic changes in the job market. Doctoral education needs better data on
career outcomes in general, and it will have to evolve frames of disciplinary
knowledge in the humanities in relation to other ﬁelds of inquiry. Rethinking
the core elements of the PhD experience has important implications for
undergraduate education. The character of the future humanities professoriate
and the undergraduate humanities curriculum will depend on the size and
composition of graduate student cohorts; modernization of mentorship models;
expansion of dissertation forms; and training in collaborative, digital, and public
scholarship. Grants to the Universities of Chicago and Iowa supported public
engagement through externships, community-based research, and training for
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a variety of career pathways. Brown University received renewed support for
the interdisciplinary education of doctoral students through master’s degrees
in a secondary ﬁeld. A grant to the University of Colorado at Boulder will help
teach history graduate students, postdoctoral fellows, and adjunct faculty the
collaborative methods of public history.
HESH’s support for doctoral reform and the preparation of PhD students
for teaching was greatly aided by partnerships with learned societies and
scholarly academies. The American Academy of Arts and Sciences’ Humanities
Indicators project continued to play a prominent role in providing data and
analysis for all stakeholders in the humanities. In a similar vein, the National
Academy of Sciences’ report, The Integration of the Humanities and Arts with
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine in Higher Education: Branches from
the Same Tree, inspired serious conversations and pedagogical renewal on
campuses across the country.
International Engagement

The human and cultural displacement caused by the globalization of
inequality, xenophobia, violent conﬂict, and political and religious extremism
ﬁgured prominently in HESH’s grantmaking. The critical and intercultural
competencies that are core to the humanities can be mobilized to address
challenges related to the environment and human displacement. While
governments, non-governmental organizations, relief agencies, and cultural
institutions struggle to respond to these conditions, higher education and its
philanthropic partners have an obligation to address the needs of refugee
students and scholars and to create curricula, systematic research, and
classroom collaborations that expand understanding of forced migration.
Grants to the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation and the Asian University
for Women Support Foundation, respectively, provided fellowship support
for humanities scholars in exile at German universities and educational
opportunities for refugee students from South and West Asia in Bangladesh.
Columbia University created fellowship opportunities at its center in Amman
for early-career Middle Eastern scholars who have found refuge in Jordan. The
Social Science Research Council received support to build Global South-Global
North research networks that examine emerging alliances, development,
and trade in the Arab and Indian Ocean region. With Foundation support,
American colleges and universities are connecting the global and the local by
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working with refugee communities proximate to their campuses. A grant to
Vassar College, in collaboration with Bard, Bennington, and Sarah Lawrence
Colleges, has created a Consortium on Forced Migration, Displacement, and
Education.
Mellon Research Forum

Finally, 2018 was an exceptionally productive year for the Mellon Research
Forum’s efforts to support quantitative and qualitative research into the
outcomes of a liberal arts education. A sequence of grants to the Interuniversity Consortium for Political and Social Research at the University
of Michigan supported planning and development of a large, multiinstitutional data set about the impact of liberal arts education on students,
using information from a wide range of newly designed and existing data
sources. To facilitate research on the speciﬁc contributions of a liberal arts
education (rather than a college degree in general), Columbia University’s
Interdisciplinary Center for Innovation, Theory, and Empirics is creating a
multidisciplinary measure of the degree to which institutions, or particular
curricular pathways, offer a liberal arts education. The University of California
at Irvine (UCI) established a working group to make recommendations for the
kinds of literacies that should be expected of students for employability and
citizenship in the twenty-ﬁrst century; and a second grant to UCI is enabling
its school of education to improve understanding of how speciﬁc liberal arts
educational experiences promote student success. A grant to the University
of Wisconsin at Madison is supporting the reﬁnement and implementation of
a program designed to teach higher education instructors how to create and
facilitate high-quality discussions in their classrooms.
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1 The University of California at Riverside, a Hispanic-Serving Institution, received support for faculty
professional development with a focus on student success.
2 A grant to the University of Arizona promotes the examination of daily life in the border region to
better understand transnational and multicultural identities.
3 The Foundation continued to make grants in support of prison education and reentry programs,
including Wesleyan University’s.
4 Using the arts to bridge social divides was the genesis of a grant to Carolina Performing Arts at the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
5 The Asian University for Women Support Foundation received support for its efforts to provide
educational opportunities for refugees from South and West Asia.
6 Mills College and other liberal arts institutions received grants in support of community partnerships
as a way of strengthening or reclaiming higher education’s commitment to the public good.
 %KVERXXSXLI9RMZIVWMX]SJ2SXVI(EQIEMQWXSKIRIVEXIEREXMSREPRIX[SVOSJGSYVWIWQSHIPIH
after Meghan Sullivan’s Philosophy as a Way of Life course.
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Advancing knowledge, practice, and preservation
across the arts and culture sector
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At a time of heightened political and social tumult, the potential of the
arts to generate insight, fortify communities, and build bridges across the
public sphere has come to the fore with special urgency. In 2018, the Arts
and Cultural Heritage (ACH) program, under the joint leadership of
Program Ofﬁcers Susan Feder and Alison Gilchrest, looked deeply at the
systems and structures that underlie a ﬂourishing arts ecology, and focused
grantmaking on innovative ways to improve organizational health, train a
highly skilled and diverse cultural and artistic workforce, and promote the
value of creative practice. The spectrum of supported activity once again
ranged from creation and development of new work, through its curation
and public presentation, to conservation, preservation, and scholarship.
Given the broad range of institutional types and forms of cultural production
that comprise the portfolio—a balance of capacious cultural and academic
institutions and small, nimble incubators and practitioners—ACH seeks to
identify and cultivate artists and arts organizations to propel positive, durable
progress and help ﬁnd common cause. Fundamental to grantmaking activity
are sustained investment in generative artists, performers, scholars, curators,
conservators, and arts leaders, and a growing attention to those who come
from or advance historically underserved and disadvantaged communities
or forms of knowledge. Ongoing and evolving priorities for the year also
addressed undercapitalization, threatened cultural heritage, collaborative
networks, emergent art forms, and international cultural exchange.
Scaling Grantmaking Impact through Collaboration

Several important collaborative funding initiatives distinguished ACH
grantmaking in 2018, enabling Mellon to participate in the support of ambitious
interventions that would be challenging to undertake in isolation. The largest of
these collaborations is the International Alliance for the Protection of Heritage
in Conﬂict Areas (ALIPH), a public-private partnership of international
governments and private philanthropists dedicated to protecting and rebuilding
cultural assets threatened by asymmetrical warfare and deliberate attacks.
ACH staff also led a coordinated effort with the Ford and Alice L. Walton
foundations to support the American Alliance of Museums’ effort to improve
the diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) practices of boards and leadership at
American museums, complementing ongoing initiatives by all three foundations
to expand museum career pathways for students of color. (A comparable effort
by the League of American Orchestras to improve the organizational DEI
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practices of its members also launched with a 2018 grant.) Closer to home, the
Foundation’s Comprehensive Organizational Health Initiative, which began in
2015, inspired the creation of the Mosaic Fund, a partnership administered by
the New York Community Trust on behalf of fourteen foundations. The fund
seeks to improve ﬁnancial and functional well-being of small-to-midsized New
York City arts organizations being led by and serving communities of color,
which support and shine a light on art from their communities.
Collaborative partnerships among grantees also abounded in 2018,
particularly those emphasizing training and professional development across
the many ﬁelds of practice served by ACH. The Pathways for Musicians
from Underrepresented Communities initiative, which began in 2016 with
a grant supporting the Philadelphia Music Alliance for Youth, seeks to
increase diversity in the classical music professions by supporting talented,
advanced musicians at the precollege level. Building on its early indications of
success, the Foundation awarded grants for similarly modeled collaborative
programs in Chicago and Boston. (Related grants to Carnegie Hall’s
National Youth Orchestra 2 and the Atlanta Symphony’s Orchestra Talent
Development Program have similar goals and strategies.) Renewal grants
are strengthening and sustaining existing collaborations such as the museum
career program between LaGuardia Community College and the American
Folk Art Museum in Queens, New York, and the Baltimore area consortium
in art conservation science led by the University of Maryland, Baltimore
County. Collaborative efforts to integrate object-based methodologies into
graduate art history curriculum also received renewed support, including a
program of Chinese object-study workshops led by the Freer and Sackler
Galleries of the Smithsonian Institution in partnership with several North
American museums; a partnership between Emory University and the High
Museum in Atlanta; and the Chicago Object Study Initiative, a collaboration
among the Art Institute of Chicago and the art history doctoral programs at
the University of Chicago and Northwestern University. A complementary
grant to Northwestern will sustain the Center for Scientiﬁc Studies in the
Arts, a ﬁfteen-year partnership with the Art Institute of Chicago. The
Center has become an aspirational model and provider of research services
for the international conservation ﬁeld as well as a major training hub for
conservation scientists in North America.
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Having concentrated in recent years on building capacity for emergency
preparedness among arts and culture organizations in the wake of increasingly
destructive environmental phenomena due to climate change, in 2018 ACH
responded to the humanitarian crisis in Puerto Rico following the devastation
of Hurricane Maria. Three grants will support artists and museums that
offered their communities opportunities to process the aftermath through
engagement with the historic and contemporary artistic heritage of the
island. In addition, Craft Emergency Relief Fund (CERF+) will use ﬁrsttime funding to develop and implement a pilot program on behalf of individual
artists nationwide, thereby ﬁlling a gap in Mellon’s set of support systems
that meet increased demand for emergency assistance.
Leveraging Regranting Partnerships to Extend Our Reach

With ﬁve new initiatives, 2018 was an unusually active year for the inauguration
of regranting programs. While the Foundation predominantly works directly
with grantees, the strategic use of regranting partnerships enables ACH to
support a much wider range of organizations and artists by relying on local
or sectoral expertise that far exceeds in-house capabilities. The regional arts
organizations (RAOs) afﬁliated with the National Endowment for the Arts
have proven to be capacious and reliable regranters in this vein. In yet another
collaboration (this one with lead funding from the Doris Duke Charitable
Foundation), the RAO South Arts launched Jazz Road, offering jazz artists
touring subsidies, support materials necessary for successful touring, and
residencies; this will be the largest initiative on which all of the RAOs have
collaborated. A second South Arts grant will build touring capacity for dance
companies based in the South, with the intention of their becoming competitive
for national programs such as the Foundation-supported National Dance
Project. To help convey the value of the arts and humanities more effectively
in the so-called American heartland, which has historically received relatively
little attention from Mellon, Arts Midwest and Mid-America Arts Alliance
received grants to develop artist-centered regranting programs. Each will
generate opportunities for creative exchange intended to elevate diverse
voices and perspectives, foster community engagement, and develop the
professional skills of both artists and community leaders. The Western
Alliance of Arts Administrators, which functions similarly to the RAOs
mentioned above, will use its grant to advance the national presentation of
Indigenous performance.
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The Comprehensive Organizational Health Initiative (COHI)—a multiphased,
modular program designed to build and maintain the structural and
ﬁnancial health of important small- and midsized groups of arts and culture
organizations—continues to be central to ACH’s grantmaking strategies,
with an emphasis on organizations dedicated to serving communities that
have historically been underrepresented and underfunded. This year, ﬁve
participating organizations received COHI’s culminating change capital
grants. In a signiﬁcant programmatic evolution, grants to the International
Association of Blacks in Dance (IABD) and Nonproﬁt Finance Fund (NFF)
will not only provide COHI’s in-depth ﬁnancial and technical support to
IABD’s ﬁve founding dance companies, but concurrently enable another
twenty-ﬁve IABD member companies to receive modest regrants for general
operations, as well as NFF’s live and web-based technical training. Following
the pattern of the Foundation’s support to IABD, a ﬁrst-time award to the
Association of African American Museums will enable this currently allvolunteer membership organization to recruit and retain its ﬁrst executive
director in order to build up its professional development services.
Reconsidering Knowledge Management in the Museum Sector

An emergent but pressing sector health concern for ACH is the lagging
capacity within the museum ﬁeld to build and sustain robust twenty-ﬁrstcentury knowledge-management cultures. Most museums rely heavily on
commercial vendors and inherited makeshift practices that over decades have
segmented content production, storage, and dissemination in ways that are
unsustainably expensive and run counter to a public access mission. A grant
to the Philadelphia Museum of Art will support a ﬁrst-of-its-kind pilot effort
to examine data integration potentials across the museum’s various digital
information resources—library and archives, curatorial and registrar ﬁles,
collections and image databases, conservation records, and time-based media
acquisitions. On a smaller but no less ambitious scale, the Milwaukee Art
Museum will undertake planning to examine its knowledge production and
storage practices, in anticipation of a similar enterprise-wide rationalization
and deep culture change. Two other grants have the potential to yield
case studies of beneﬁt to the intersecting practices of libraries, archives,
and museums: the Chinati Foundation will facilitate the processing of the
institutional archives for the legacy site of artist Donald Judd, while at the
Armand Hammer Museum work will continue to expand a new model of a
web-accessible archive of its collections, exhibitions, and public programs.
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Development of Talent and of New Work

A healthy arts ecosystem depends on constant renewal and development
of talent. Grants in 2018 broaden and sustain early- and midcareer training
opportunities across the ACH portfolio. With awards to three new grantees
serving movement-based artists, the Foundation made noteworthy forays
into fostering physically integrated dance ensembles, trans artistry and
leadership, and the creation of African diasporic dance by women. The
underrepresentation of women artists is likewise targeted by the Dallas
Opera’s Institute for Women Conductors and by the Pangea World Theater’s
National Institute for Directing and Ensemble Creation (also serving
Indigenous artists and immigrant communities). The Fine Arts Museums
of San Francisco will continue its important role as an early-career training
center for art conservators, while the service organizations American
Association of Museum Curators and SmartHistory each received grants to
develop essential handbook and reference materials to undergird educational
and professional development efforts.
While support for the creation and development of new work took a number
of forms in 2018, bolstering developmental resources remains a priority—
whether for open-ended research and development or for speciﬁc projects.
Most substantially, the Foundation turned to Dance Service New York City
(Dance/NYC) to administer its Dance Rehearsal Space Subsidy Program for
local artists. A renewal grant to the Cincinnati Opera for its acclaimed Opera
Fusion: New Works initiative will continue to be utilized by many leading
producing companies that lack such robust developmental capacity. The
Public Theater, which has a generous history of sharing best practices with
the ﬁeld, received support to disseminate the methodologies of producing
its Public Works pageants with amateur and professional performers;
the Public’s grant also supported a Midwestern tour of Lynn Nottage’s
Pulitzer-prize winning play, Sweat, to bring it into the types of post-industrial
communities the work addresses, and hold audience conversations around its
themes. Along with the grant to South Arts for Jazz Road, ACH’s nascent
jazz portfolio was expanded with grants to San Francisco Jazz Organization
and the Afro-Latin Jazz Alliance of New York, both of which will support
commissioning, development, and dissemination of new work. A residency
program for sound artists will be established by ﬁrst-time grantee Bemis
Center for Contemporary Arts, while Penumbra Theatre will pilot the Ashé
Lab, an interdisciplinary developmental collaboration.
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Pathways for Native and Indigenous Cultural Heritage

Throughout the year, ACH deepened its commitment to supporting the care,
study, and development of academic and professional pathways for Native
and Indigenous cultural heritage. A signal grant of $5 million went to Brown
University’s Haffenreffer Museum of Anthropology to expedite its ambitious
plan to relocate the museum from disputed tribal lands to a centrally located
site in downtown Providence, where it will be a resource for the public as well
as Brown’s community of scholars and students. The Peabody Essex Museum
will continue its highly regarded Native American fellowship program for
emerging leaders, while the Minnesota Historical Society will pilot a new
training effort focused on working with Native youth in tribal communities.
The American Museum of Natural History and Joslyn Art Museum will
expand scholarship and stewardship of their respective Native collections,
and ﬁrst-time grantees the PAΫI Foundation and Institute of American Indian
Arts will expand their programmatic efforts.
Finally, three grants aim to improve overall sector health. Artists at the
Community Development Table, a project of Americans for the Arts, will use
in-person and virtual training workshops to integrate artists more effectively
into public policy discussions; SMU DataArts at Southern Methodist
University aims to build a culture of data-driven decision making in the
service of the health, vibrancy, and long-term sustainability of the arts and
culture ecosystem; and a ﬁrst-time grant to the nonproﬁt real estate developer
Artspace Projects, which has operated for forty years at the intersection of
the arts, urban planning, social justice, historic preservation, and real estate,
will advise cohorts of arts and cultural organizations in Memphis and Detroit.
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American leaders.
2 In Puerto Rico, three grants supported artists and museums working to engage communities with
their historic and contemporary artistic heritage following Hurricane Maria.
3 A grant for Pangea World Theater’s National Institute for Directing and Ensemble Creation
addresses the underrepresentation of women, Indigenous, and immigrant artists.
4 Grant support for Beth Morrison Projects and the PROTOTYPE Festival supported the
development and staging of new operatic works including p r i s m, which premiered at Los Angeles
Opera in November and subsequently won the 2019 Pulitzer Prize for Music.
5 Renewed support was provided for a museum career program collaboration between LaGuardia
Community College and the American Folk Art Museum in Queens, NY.
6 A grant to San Francisco Jazz Organization will support commissioning, development, and
dissemination of new work by the SFJAZZ Collective and resident artistic directors.
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Southern Folklife Collection – UNC Chapel Hill Libraries
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Knowledge for all in a digital world
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In this digital age, internet trolls spew misinformation. National leaders
regularly dismiss unwelcome reports by journalists as “fake news.” Social
media giants fail to protect, and even actively misuse, the personal data of
the millions who use their online systems. And now, when educated citizens
are needed more than ever, polls indicate that 60 percent of all Americans
believe that higher education in the United States is “heading in the wrong
direction.”1
Countering these threats to an informed public and a ﬂourishing democracy
is no simple matter. However, one part of the solution involves ensuring that
higher education and the public at large possess a ﬂexible, up-to-date, and
inclusive digital knowledge infrastructure. They must trust this infrastructure
and rely on it for publishing and broadly disseminating works that facilitate
the human quest for truth and meaning, and for preserving and providing
access to the scholarly and cultural record as fuel for creating new knowledge.
Through its Scholarly Communications (SC) program, led in 2018 by Senior
Program Ofﬁcer Donald J. Waters and Program Ofﬁcer Patricia Hswe, the
Foundation seeks to create, strengthen, and extend this digital infrastructure,
and to make it more genuinely inclusive.
Publishing

Universities, their presses, and a wide range of partners continued to
participate in SC’s Monographs Initiative, a bold, coordinated effort to
establish the trusted infrastructure needed for the peer-reviewed publication
of digital monographs in humanities ﬁelds. Aspiration, a technology incubator,
received support for the Collaborative Knowledge Foundation to enhance
Editoria, a digital publishing platform. The University of Michigan (UM) Press
continues to develop Fulcrum, a set of tools for producing digital monographs
with hyperlinks to online supplementary materials. The University of
Minnesota Press is improving Manifold, an application for publishing dynamic
works in which readers comment and authors respond. In addition, the Rebus
Foundation is developing a web-based reading tool. Because annotation
is such an important feature of such tools, SC also supported the
Hypothes.is Project, for the further development of its standards-based
annotation services, and Johns Hopkins University, to make different kinds
of annotation mechanisms interoperable.
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In related publishing initiatives, the online, daily news magazine
The Conversation US is using grant funds to produce well-written, easily
accessible articles that improve the public visibility of the humanities; the
University of North Carolina (UNC) Press is experimenting with authors
in the ﬁeld of history to establish a new digital-ﬁrst model of publication;
and George Mason University (GMU) is organizing a series of workshops
to help prospective authors use digital evidence and tools more effectively.
The Foundation has also renewed its collaboration with the National
Endowment for the Humanities to support further publishing efforts. One
program provides fellowship awards to scholars whose research requires
digital publication. In the second initiative, called the Humanities Open
Book program, Foundation funds are enabling Ithaka Harbors, Inc., the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Northeastern University, and the
University of HawaiΫi to digitize almost 670 out-of-print books and distribute
them on an open-access basis.
Preservation

In the realm of preservation, SC awarded funds to the University of California
at San Diego, which is addressing the interoperability of local and national
digital preservation storage systems, and the Rochester Institute of
Technology, where its nationally recognized center for image preservation
research is assessing national and international research needs. SC also
maintained its focus on the urgent need to preserve the nation’s audiovisual
records with awards to design online learning resources about technical
preservation standards (UM); automate the production of metadata describing
audiovisual content (Indiana University); continue the development of
Tropy, an image management tool for describing, organizing, and storing
digital photographs of archival items (GMU); and preserve almost 11,000
at-risk recordings (UNC). In addition, to meet the challenges of archiving
online media content, UNC is creating tools for preserving email, while the
University of Maryland at College Park is leading the second phase of the
Documenting the Now project for archiving social media.
Access Services

To help make digital resources in the humanities more accessible and useful,
the University of Virginia is creating an interinstitutional network for sharing
learning materials among students with print disabilities. In addition, SC
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awarded funds to simplify the installation and maintenance of the Islandora
repository platform (Williams College); help libraries organize their collections
as data so that they are more easily incorporated into computational research
in the humanities (University of Nevada at Las Vegas); support an ongoing
effort among academic libraries to adopt semantic web technologies and
practices (Stanford University); examine how knowledge transfer along Silk
Road trade routes inﬂuenced the development of book bindings in Africa and
Asia (University of Toronto); and develop the technical platform for a Digital
Library of the Middle East (Council on Library and Information Resources,
or CLIR). With additional support from the Arts and Cultural Heritage
program, SC also awarded a grant to LYRASIS to change the business model
for CollectionSpace, a collections management system for museums.
SC continues to make a concentrated effort to bring the histories and cultures of
underrepresented people into the mainstream of scholarship in the humanities.
Renewed fellowship programs at the American Council of Learned Societies
and CLIR are meant to support digital scholarship as well as to emphasize
the importance of diversity and inclusion. The University California at Los
Angeles is piloting a paid internship program for master’s students to serve
in local community-based archives. Spelman College is collaborating with ﬁve
other Historically Black Colleges and Universities to train undergraduates
in the collection of oral histories and artifacts that document historic black
communities in the South. In other grants, the University of Delaware is
collecting and sharing information about the Colored Conventions, a littleknown political assembly movement that brought together black Americans
during the nineteenth century; the University of Virginia is broadening the
reach of The HistoryMakers, an audiovisual collection of oral histories about
prominent black Americans; the New York Public Library is archiving the
#FergusonSyllabus and other online syllabi about contemporary black life;
and Yale University is ﬁlling signiﬁcant gaps in the scholarly bibliography of
black American and black diaspora authors.
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1 Anna Brown, “Most Americans Say Higher Ed is Heading in Wrong Direction, but Partisans Disagree on
Why,” Pew Research Center, July 26, 2018, http://www.pewresearch.org/topics/education/.
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1 Aspiration received support for the Collaborative Knowledge Foundation to enhance Editoria, a
digital publishing platform.
2 A number of grants responded to the urgent need to preserve the nation’s audiovisual records;
one grant will help preserve almost 11,000 at-risk recordings of the Southern Folklife Collection at
UNC Chapel Hill Libraries.
3 Through grant support, the University of Nevada at Las Vegas is undertaking an access initiative
to help libraries organize their collections as data so that they are more easily incorporated into
computational research in the humanities.
4 Renewed support for CLIR aims to promote digital scholarship as well as to emphasize the
importance of diversity and inclusion (pictured: a previous year’s cohort of postdoctoral fellows in
Data Curation for Latin American and Caribbean Studies).
5 The University of California at Los Angeles is piloting a grant-supported paid internship program for
master’s students to serve in local community-based archives.
 92'4VIWWMWI\TIVMQIRXMRK[MXLEYXLSVWMRXLI½IPHSJLMWXSV]XSIWXEFPMWLERI[HMKMXEP½VWX
model of publication.
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Rutgers University-Newark
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Extending the beneﬁts of higher education
to all students

53

The Diversity program was led in 2018 by Armando Bengochea, program
ofﬁcer and director of the Mellon Mays Undergraduate Fellowship (MMUF)
program, with support from Lee Bynum, senior program associate and
associate director of MMUF, and Emma Taati, senior program associate.
The program continued its work to support institutions and programs
that are vital to the creation of a more equitable and representative higher
education system, and that promote innovative humanities programs for
faculty and students, especially from communities that have historically been
underrepresented in the sector.
The MMUF program, which in spring 2019 celebrated the thirtieth
anniversary of the selection of its ﬁrst cohort of fellows, continues to be the
Foundation’s principal initiative to remedy the problem of racial and ethnic
underrepresentation in the professoriate. The program also serves as a
model for efforts to address the urgent problem of diversiﬁcation in other
areas of interest to the Foundation, including libraries, academic publishing
houses, and arts organizations. A new regranting arrangement brings the
American Council of Learned Societies into a deepened partnership with the
Foundation in the management of MMUF, chapters of which can now be found
at ﬁfty-one institutions, including forty-eight colleges and universities and
three consortia. At the time of this writing 835 Mellon Mays Undergraduate
Fellows have earned PhDs, 555 of whom now teach throughout the higher
education system in the United States and South Africa. The cohort of almost
700 fellows who are annually enrolled in PhD programs ensures that as
many as sixty complete the degree each year, and 80 percent of these fellows
accept a position in the academy right after graduate school. Fellows who
have completed the PhD can also be found throughout the professional world
in nonproﬁt organizations, research institutes and think tanks, museums,
libraries, government, and elsewhere.
Academic Career Pathways and Professional Development

The work of MMUF begins at the undergraduate level but also provides
fellows with various professional advancement opportunities in graduate school
and as early-career scholars. Beyond the MMUF program, the Foundation
supports professional development activities that help strengthen career
pathways for faculty. In 2018, the latter category included grants made to the
Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation to continue support for an
established and successful career enhancement fellowship for junior faculty;
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to Duke University in support of a program that gathers selected scholars to
participate in the Summer Institute on Tenure and Professional Advancement;
and to Yale University for its leadership of a small group of institutions planning
to address the present and future character of public humanities scholarship
focused on race, as well as to imagine new pathways to institutional leadership
for underrepresented and other scholars engaged in this work. Similarly,
a grant to support The Latinx Project at New York University facilitates
gatherings of scholars, artists, and activists focused on cultural impact in the
academy and in New York City, as well as on interdisciplinary study of Latinx
people. Finally, the Diversity program’s support for junior humanities faculty
at Hispanic-Serving Institutions deepened the Foundation’s engagement with
this rapidly expanding higher education sector. Grants in this spirit were made
to the University of California at Merced to pilot summer orientation programs
for new graduate students and faculty, and to support an institutional study
of campus service disparities as part of overall faculty workloads; to Florida
International University to support pedagogical innovation and excellence in
the teaching of the humanities; and to the School for Advanced Research in
Santa Fe, New Mexico, which will host dissertation-completion and postdoctoral
fellowships in Latino Studies.
Support for Historically Black Colleges and Universities

The Foundation has a long-standing goal of expanding academic opportunities
and institutional capacity at a select group of Historically Black Colleges and
Universities. As part of this work, support was extended to Morgan State
University for its Benjamin A. Quarles Humanities and Social Sciences
Institute; to Spelman College to establish an institute for the study of gender
and sexuality; to North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University
to strengthen its college-wide writing program in the context of new general
education reform efforts; to Prairie View A&M University to establish a
program in African American studies and expand its humanities offerings;
to Lincoln University in support of faculty and curricular development
opportunities in the humanities as well as a summer undergraduate research
program; to Hampton and Winston-Salem State Universities for programs
and activities promoting curriculum redesign in the humanities, social sciences,
and arts; and to Morehouse College to support continuing development of its
academic major in Cinema, Television, and Emerging Media Studies, and its
effort to strengthen the college’s writing program.
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For more than two decades, the Foundation has invested in the success of
Tribal Colleges and Universities (TCUs), as well as in Native student success
outside that sector. In 2018, a grant was made to the American Indian
College Fund to continue support for fellowships enabling TCU faculty to
complete master’s and doctoral degrees. Arizona State University, which
enrolls more than 3,000 Native students, received support for its Center for
Indian Education and other academic units to launch a Native Narratives
program. This program provides undergraduates with opportunities for
academic, personal, and professional advancement that enable them to
prepare for graduate school in the humanities, and for potential careers in
the professoriate.
Georgia State University and Rutgers University-Newark, which boast
notably diverse student populations, are known for innovative approaches
to support academic success. These institutions received support to build
undergraduate research programs in the humanities, the former as part of its
new Center for the Advancement of Students and Alumni, and the latter as
part of its newly established Honors Living-Learning Community, which will
also include new curriculum development. Students will be selected for the new
program at Rutgers University-Newark using a process of evaluation rooted
in recognizing student potential for leadership that was ﬁrst developed by
the Posse Foundation in New York City. The Posse Foundation itself received
support for an expansion of its model programs for student success that would
initiate new college and university partnerships over the next two years.
Finally, in recognition of the continuing struggles by colleges and universities
to stay abreast of developments in US immigration policy, a grant was made
to the National Center for Civic Innovation to support the new Presidents’
Alliance on Higher Education and Immigration. This new organization will
provide educational information and analytical resources to facilitate the
sharing of best practices among higher education institutions seeking to assist
international students and those who are either undocumented or enrolled in
the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program.
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1 Rutgers University-Newark received support for its Honors Living-Learning Community to build
undergraduate research programs in the humanities.
2 Georgia State received support to build undergraduate research programs under the auspices of its
new Center for the Advancement of Students and Alumni.
3 A grant to support NYU’s The Latinx Project facilitates gatherings of scholars, artists, and activists
focused on cultural impact in the academy and in New York City, as well as on interdisciplinary
study of Latinx people.
4 Arizona State University, which enrolls more than 3,000 Native students, received support for its
Center for Indian Education and other academic units to launch a Native Narratives program.
5 North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University received a grant to strengthen its
college-wide writing program in the context of new general education reform efforts.
6 A grant was made to the University of California at Merced to pilot summer orientation programs
for new graduate students and faculty, and to support a study of campus service disparities.
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Supporting emerging democracies’ participation
in global networks of research and culture

59

In 2018, in the face of growing populist nationalism, manifestations of
xenophobia, hostility to refugees, restrictions on movement in many
countries, and increasing questioning of higher education as a public good,
the Foundation continued to raise a ﬂag for international cooperation and
collaboration through grantmaking by the International Higher Education
and Strategic Projects (IHESP) program led by Program Director Saleem
Badat.
The program’s grants in 2018 were predicated on an internationalism based
on social solidarity and mutual beneﬁts for countries, institutions, and
individuals. Goals included promoting equitable development in higher
education and the role of the arts and humanities in fostering inclusive
societies; enhancing communication between people of different nationalities,
cultures, languages, and religions; and valuing difference, diversity, and
inclusion. IHESP grants supported new scholarship in the arts and humanities;
innovation and outstanding teaching and learning in graduate education;
cultivation of new generations of scholars; and the participation of African and
Middle East institutions in global networks of research and culture.
Artist Residencies and Early-Career Scholar Initiative

The Foundation’s Board of Trustees approved an additional $3 million
for special programs that celebrate thirty years of Mellon grantmaking in
South Africa. These initiatives included a competition for artist residencies
in research universities as well as a program that supports four teams of a
total of twenty-four early-career scholars from thirteen universities on four
continents to pursue joint research and forge scholarly networks across the
Global South.
The IHESP program provided continued long-term support, in the form of
eight grants totaling $6.027 million, for the institutional priorities of seven
major South African research universities—Rhodes and Stellenbosch
Universities, and the Universities of Cape Town, KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN),
Pretoria (UP), the Western Cape (UWC), and the Witwatersrand (Wits).
Grants to these institutions included support for consolidating creative
writing and creative performance programs; building a spatial humanities
graduate program; and promoting research related to Southern African
literatures, South African archives, and urban mobility and its implications
for African politics. The building of new generations of scholars through
graduate training and scholarships, and the promotion of equity, diversity,
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and inclusion remained a strong feature of IHESP’s grantmaking.
Africa and the Middle East

Beyond South Africa, following ﬁrst-time grants in 2017 to Makerere
University in Uganda and the University of Ghana (UG), the IHESP program
continued its support of initiatives at these institutions. A grant to Makerere
was made for an early-career program aimed at building faculty research
and leadership capabilities, and another to UG aimed to enhance research in
the humanities. In the Middle East, the American University of Beirut was
awarded $1 million for a project to collect and archive oral histories of women.
IHESP continued to promote collaboration among South African universities.
A grant of $890,000 enabled UWC to implement a transdisciplinary research
and graduate training project on food studies in partnership with UP and
UKZN. Supranational collaborations among the Foundation’s African and
Middle East partner universities and international universities was promoted
through four grants totaling $3.514 million. A ﬁrst-time award was made to
The Conversation Africa, an online nonproﬁt daily news magazine, to improve
the public visibility of arts and humanities scholarship through workshops at
African universities that train faculty to write for popular media.
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1 The University of KwaZulu-Natal received grants for a research partnership with the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, as well as academic staff development and artist residencies.
2 University of Johannesburg Lecturer Victoria Collis-Buthelezi, Mellon Foundation President
Elizabeth Alexander, and University of the Witswatersrand Professor Eric Worby at a reception
celebrating thirty years of grantmaking partnerships in South Africa.
3 Students at the University of Cape Town, which received support for the research and activities of
the Institute for Creative Arts, an early-career scholars program in Pan-African Music, and a project
reframing tragedy and theater studies from the perspectives of Africa and the Global South.
 %½VWXXMQIE[EVH[EWQEHIXS8LI'SRZIVWEXMSR%JVMGEXSMQTVSZIXLITYFPMGZMWMFMPMX]SJEVXW
and humanities scholarship through workshops at African universities that train faculty to write for
popular media.
5 The University of Ghana received a number of grants to reinvigorate humanities research at the
university, and to support building the capacities of African early-career scholars.
6 Makerere University received support to build capacity for research and graduate training.
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The Metropolitan Museum of Art
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Promoting broad access to the arts and humanities,
opportunity, and democracy
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Overseen by Executive Vice President, Chief Operating Ofﬁcer, General
Counsel and Secretary Michele S. Warman, Public Affairs grantmaking
supports projects and organizations aligned with the Foundation’s broad
strategic priorities, particularly those that promote diversity, equity, and
inclusion; democracy and opportunity; and a strong infrastructure for the
philanthropic sector. The largest set of Public Affairs grants made in 2018 is
rooted in the Foundation’s dedication to the role of the arts and humanities in
fostering human agency and dignity. These grants supported programs for
individuals with dementia and their care partners at museums and performing
arts centers committed to equity of access and the ethical imperative
of welcoming people of all abilities. Another series of grants supported
democratic participation and engagement, as part of the Foundation’s belief
in the power of educational and cultural institutions to shape durable and just
societies. These included a civics education program for prospective citizens
that draws on museum art and historical collections, and a program promoting
college students’ democratic participation. Grants also supported library
services in the area of civil legal aid and journalism initiatives encouraging
broad coverage of the arts and robust national conversations about diversity.
Additional contributions supported a range of information and capacitybuilding resources to strengthen the operations of exempt entities.

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
S U M M A RY O F G R A N T S A N D
CO N T R I B U TI O N S , 2 018

Payable and
Committed at
Dec. 31, 2017

Appropriated

Paid

Payable and
Committed at
Dec. 31, 2018

Higher Education
and Scholarship
in the Humanities

$ 48,639,793

$ 138,692,774

$ 151,892,542

$ 35,440,025

Arts and
Cultural Heritage

32,196,116

75,148,000

74,705,633

32,638,483

Scholarly
Communications

16,206,500

37,552,000

36,127,500

17,631,000

Diversity

5,554,000

23,921,000

24,763,500

4,711,500

International
Higher Education and
Strategic Projects

1,605,500

17,852,000

13,756,000

5,701,500

Public Affairs

–

2,146,000

2,146,000

–

Strategic Initiatives

–

15,496,000

12,496,000

3,000,000

1,000,000

–

500,000

500,000

–

952,901

952,901

–

$ 105,201,909

$ 311,760,675

$ 317,340,076

$ 99,622,508

Program-Related
Investments
Matching gifts

2018 Grants and Commitments
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CLASSIFICATION OF GRANTS
H I G H E R E D U C AT I O N A N D S C H O L A R S H I P I N T H E H U M A N I T I E S

GRANT AMOUNT

Alexander von Humboldt Foundation
Bonn, Germany

To continue fellowship support for humanities scholars in
exile to be placed in German universities

$

1,050,000

American Academy of Arts and Sciences
Cambridge, Massachusetts

To support a third round of the Humanities Departmental
Survey

180,000

American Historical Association
Washington, DC

To support the development of a model of introductory
college-level history courses, a toolkit for implementation,
and a resource of consultants that can be scaled nationally
and adapted to other disciplines

1,650,000

American University of Paris, Inc.
Paris, France

To support student-centered curricular and pedagogical
initiatives in a global liberal arts context

588,000

To support a civic media lab

250,000

Asian University for Women Support Foundation
Cambridge, Massachusetts

To support the undergraduate education of refugee students
in Bangladesh, including Rohingya and Afghan women

500,000

Associated Colleges of the Midwest, Inc.
Chicago, Illinois

To support strategic planning

50,000

Association for a UN Live Museum
Copenhagen, Denmark

To support implementation of the UN Live Museum’s
content and engagement strategy

2,000,000

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
H I G H E R E D U C AT I O N A N D S C H O L A R S H I P I N T H E H U M A N I T I E S
(CO N T I N U E D)
GRANT AMOUNT

Association of American Universities
Washington, DC

To support efforts that document the career pathways and
trajectories of doctoral students and PhDs in the humanities

21,196

Auburn University
Auburn, Alabama

To support the work of the Alabama Prison Arts +
Education Project

900,000

Austin College
Sherman, Texas

To support presidential initiatives

100,000

Barnard College
New York, New York

To support a New Directions Fellowship for John Morrison

219,000

To support presidential initiatives

100,000

Bates College
Lewiston, Maine

To support a redesign of the curriculum focused on diversity
and inclusion

1,200,000

Beatrix Farrand Garden Association, Inc.
Hyde Park, New York

To support the Beatrix Farrand’s American Landscapes
documentary ﬁlm initiative

150,000

Birmingham-Southern College
Birmingham, Alabama

To support presidential initiatives

100,000

Brown University
Providence, Rhode Island

To continue support for a program that enables graduate
students to acquire training in a second ﬁeld germane to
their intellectual interests and doctoral research

1,675,000
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Bucknell University
Lewisburg, Pennsylvania

To support curricular, cocurricular, and research activities
that strengthen civic engagement and the public humanities

743,000

To support an initiative to expand the Residential College
Program through academic and cocurricular programming
for sophomores, juniors, and seniors

150,000

California Institute of Technology
Pasadena, California

To support the development of an undergraduate program
in visual culture with The Huntington Library

974,000

Carleton College
2SVXL½IPH1MRRIWSXE

To support a New Directions Fellowship for Noah Salomon

290,000

To support an initiative that responds to the challenges
and opportunities of artiﬁcial intelligence in liberal
arts education

150,000

Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

To support the development of modular instructional
resources for the teaching of writing

1,025,000

To support a Sawyer Seminar on the Comparative Study of
Cultures entitled “Bread and Water: Access, Belonging, and
Environmental Justice in the City”

225,000

To support a New Directions Fellowship for Kevin Zollman

190,000

Case Western Reserve University
Cleveland, Ohio

To support the second phase of the Cleveland Humanities
Collaborative, a partnership with Cuyahoga Community
College that seeks to increase participation in humanities
education and degree attainment across the humanities
disciplines

1,265,000

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
H I G H E R E D U C AT I O N A N D S C H O L A R S H I P I N T H E H U M A N I T I E S
(CO N T I N U E D)
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Central European University
New York, New York

To support pedagogical redesign for undergraduate and
master’s programs at the university’s campus in Budapest
and a new campus in Vienna

150,000

Central New Mexico Community College
Albuquerque, New Mexico

To support the transfer of Central New Mexico Community
College students in the humanities to the University of
New Mexico, and assure their successful completion of the
BA degree

800,000

Centre College
Danville, Kentucky

To support collaborative initiatives among Centre and
Rhodes Colleges and Sewanee: The University of the South

850,000

City University of New York
New York, New York

To support a study focusing on speciﬁc factors that might
inﬂuence the transfer of community college students with
interests in the humanities

550,000

Claremont McKenna College
Claremont, California

To support faculty diversity initiatives in the humanities

900,000

Clark University
Worcester, Massachusetts

To support a faculty development initiative to revitalize
institutional citizenship and responsibility

150,000

College of Wooster
Wooster, Ohio

To support bridge funding for hiring interdisciplinary
scholars

1,109,000
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Columbia University
New York, New York

To continue support for the Justice-in-Education
Initiative, a collaboration of the Heyman Center for the
Humanities and the Center for Justice that provides
educational opportunities for incarcerated and formerly
incarcerated students

1,700,000

To support residential fellowships for early-career scholars
and advanced PhD students in exile in Jordan at the
university’s Global Center in Amman

1,123,000

To continue support for preliminary research for a
multidimensional measure of the degree to which American
colleges and universities offer a liberal arts education

900,000

To support research clusters, curriculum development, and
co-teaching initiatives that integrate the humanities into
multidisciplinary dialogue around science and technology
questions of societal importance

800,000

To renew research and teaching support for the Center for
Spatial Research on urban conﬂict

750,000

To support preliminary research for a multidimensional
index of the degree to which American colleges and
universities offer a liberal arts education

40,000

Concordia College
Moorhead, Minnesota

To support faculty development, scholarships, diversity
initiatives, and a partnership with the National Book Award
Foundation

1,000,000

Connecticut College
New London, Connecticut

To support an initiative to integrate the Global Islamic
Studies program into the general education curriculum

806,000

Cornell College
Mount Vernon, Iowa

To support the development of a new core curriculum

200,000

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
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Cornell University
Ithaca, New York

To continue support for the Cornell Prison Education
Program

1,700,000

To support a humanities-focused program in rural studies

1,000,000

The Council for At-Risk Academics
London, United Kingdom

To support a pilot program for Syrian scholars in exile

425,000

Council of American Overseas Research Centers
Washington, DC

To support council activities aimed at strengthening the
arts and humanities at universities in the Maghrib

48,078

Council of Independent Colleges
Washington, DC

To support an initiative to strengthen the teaching of
philosophy

730,000

Cuyahoga Community College
Cleveland, Ohio

To support the second phase of the Cleveland Humanities
Collaborative, a partnership with Case Western Reserve
University that seeks to increase participation in humanities
education and degree attainment across the humanities
disciplines

735,000

Dartmouth College
Hanover, New Hampshire

To support a New Directions Fellowship for Julie Hruby

267,000

Davidson College
Davidson, North Carolina

To support a New Directions Fellowship for Melissa
González

300,000
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Denison University
Granville, Ohio

To support an initiative to embed place-based narrative in
the curriculum

700,000

Dickinson College
Carlisle, Pennsylvania

To support civic learning and action initiatives

900,000

To support presidential initiatives

100,000

Duke University
Durham, North Carolina

To support the Humanities Unbounded initiative to
integrate undergraduate curricular innovation, PhD
curriculum reform, and community college/regional
partnerships

3,000,000

Emory University
Atlanta, Georgia

To support undergraduate humanities curriculum revision

52,000

The Evergreen State College
Olympia, Washington

To support curricular revision through interdisciplinary
pathways

750,000

The Five Colleges of Ohio
Oberlin, Ohio

To support a research and training program for faculty
to improve advising and curricular programs for
underrepresented and ﬁrst-generation students

50,000

Fort Lewis College
Durango, Colorado

To support diversity training, faculty development, and
undergraduate humanities research

500,000

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
H I G H E R E D U C AT I O N A N D S C H O L A R S H I P I N T H E H U M A N I T I E S
(CO N T I N U E D)
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Georgetown University
Washington, DC

To support the development of curriculum materials by the
Free Speech Project

50,000

Graduate Center of the City University of New York
New York, New York

To support interdisciplinary models of graduate education
that train scholars and practitioners in the public humanities
To support a research seminar on the public humanities at
the Center for the Humanities

2,265,000
546,000

Grinnell College
Grinnell, Iowa

To support an initiative to strengthen connections to
the local community and demonstrate the value of the
humanities to non-academic partners

150,000

Guilford College
Greensboro, North Carolina

To support multidisciplinary team- and project-based,
collaborative learning opportunities

500,000

Hampden-Sydney College
Hampden-Sydney, Virginia

To support a new academic master plan

30,000

Harvard University
Cambridge, Massachusetts

To support fellowships and public programming centered
on the 2020 centennial of the Nineteenth Amendment at the
Schlesinger Library and the Radcliffe Institute

870,000

To support work at the Dumbarton Oaks research library
and collection, in coordination with JSTOR and Ithaka
Harbors, Inc., to develop the ﬁeld of Plant Humanities

700,000

To support an oral history project that will gather memories
of South Vietnamese, North Vietnamese, and Viet Cong
participants in the Vietnam War and seek to decode their
testimonies

150,000
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Humanities New York
New York, New York

To support ongoing funding for the Public Humanities
Fellowship, which provides support, mentoring, and training
for graduate students in the humanities to develop a publicfacing humanities project in partnership with a community
group or nonproﬁt organization

600,000

Hunter College
New York, New York

To support an undergraduate program for advanced
research in the public humanities

750,000

Illinois Humanities Council
Chicago, Illinois

To support a series of initiatives that use the arts and
humanities to engage local communities in understanding
the causes of over-incarceration, imagining solutions, and
connecting to policy makers

750,000

Indiana University
Bloomington, Indiana

To support student-faculty community-engaged research in
the arts and humanities

1,000,000

Interfaith Youth Core
Chicago, Illinois

To continue support for a longitudinal survey of student
attitudes about religious diversity
To support the promotion of best practices in teaching
interfaith topics

1,000,000
200,000

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
H I G H E R E D U C AT I O N A N D S C H O L A R S H I P I N T H E H U M A N I T I E S
(CO N T I N U E D)
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Ithaka Harbors, Inc.
New York, New York

To support work in coordination with Harvard University’s
Dumbarton Oaks research library and collection to develop
the ﬁeld of Plant Humanities

750,000

To support efforts to research, reﬁne, and implement a tool
that allows incarcerated students to access a portion of the
journal collections hosted by JSTOR

600,000

To support research that will look at the features of liberal
arts education and study whether they can be offered in
institutional contexts where they are not normally offered

150,000

To continue support for the William G. Bowen Colloquium
on Higher Education Leadership

50,000

John Jay College of Criminal Justice
New York, New York

To support the development and expansion of prison
education and reentry initiatives, in collaboration with the
State University of New York

200,000

Johns Hopkins University
Baltimore, Maryland

To support a Sawyer Seminar on the Comparative Study of
Cultures entitled “Precision and Uncertainty in a World of
Data”

225,000

Juniata College
Huntingdon, Pennsylvania

To support the implementation of a new general education
curriculum

500,000

Lake Forest College
Lake Forest, Illinois

To support partnership with area cultural institutions in
addressing issues of race in Chicago

1,100,000

75

76

CLASSIFICATION OF GRANTS
H I G H E R E D U C AT I O N A N D S C H O L A R S H I P I N T H E H U M A N I T I E S
(CO N T I N U E D)
GRANT AMOUNT

Lawrence University
Appleton, Wisconsin

To support a restructuring of reappointment, tenure, and
promotion practices

300,000

Lewis & Clark College
Portland, Oregon

To support presidential initiatives

100,000

Macalester College
Saint Paul, Minnesota

To support faculty development and curricular initiatives in
the humanities and arts

800,000

Marlboro College
Marlboro, Vermont

To support intensive faculty work on curricular revision

50,000

Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts
North Adams, Massachusetts

To support a public humanities initiative to promote diversity,
equity, and inclusion through community engagement,
experiential learning opportunities, and a summer institute

360,000

Middlebury College
Middlebury, Vermont

To support the Listening and Speaking in the Public Sphere
initiative

800,000

Mills College
Oakland, California

To support We Are the Voices We Have Been Waiting For,
a program of poetry, performance, and public humanities

500,000

Modern Language Association of America
New York, New York

To support a series of summer institutes in developmental
writing pedagogy for access-oriented institutions

1,000,000

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
H I G H E R E D U C AT I O N A N D S C H O L A R S H I P I N T H E H U M A N I T I E S
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Monmouth College
Monmouth, Illinois

To support the development of an integrated studies
curriculum

200,000

Mount Holyoke College
South Hadley, Massachusetts

To support faculty bridge appointments, curricular renewal,
and collaboration with consortium partners

1,000,000

Museum of the City of New York
New York, New York

To support a ﬁnal round of postdoctoral fellowships in public
history

500,000

National Academy of Sciences
Washington, DC

To support outreach and implementation of the recently
completed report The Integration of the Humanities and
Arts with Sciences, Engineering and Medicine in Higher
Education: Branches from the Same Tree

650,000

To support a Workshop on the Demography of Forced
Migration and Refugee Movements

100,000

The National Book Foundation, Inc.
New York, New York

To support a nationwide initiative to engage readers in
public programming with National Book Award winners
and other great writers, with a focus on communities in
underserved regions

900,000

National Humanities Alliance Foundation
Washington, DC

To support a work plan for establishing a National
Leadership Council for the Humanities

62,500
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National Humanities Center
Research Triangle Park, North Carolina

To support a residential fellowship program focused
on advancing humanities scholarship by faculty from
Historically Black Colleges and Universities

1,147,000

The New School
New York, New York

To support the Eugene Lang College of Liberal Arts in
exploring potential prison initiatives and area partnerships

70,000

New York Botanical Garden
Bronx, New York

To support scholarly studies in the environmental
humanities through public programs, colloquia, and
fellowships

1,000,000

Newberry Library
Chicago, Illinois

To support a series of fellowships for humanities graduate
students to advance their knowledge of working in archives,
and of the creation and structuring of archival information

200,000

Northwestern University
Evanston, Illinois

To support a new Intercultural American Studies Council

2,750,000

Oberlin College
Oberlin, Ohio

To support presidential initiatives

100,000

Occidental College
Los Angeles, California

To support collaborative initiatives in the arts and
humanities

850,000

Oglethorpe University
Atlanta, Georgia

To support faculty diversity initiatives in the humanities

500,000

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
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Organization of American Historians
Bloomington, Indiana

To support increased attendance of scholars
underrepresented at the annual meeting
To support media, op-ed writing, and podcasting workshops
to train historians to reach a broader public

300,000
67,000

PEN American Center, Inc.
New York, New York

To support initiatives aimed at fostering constructive public
discourse that cuts across political and ideological lines,
including an expansion of PEN’s campus free speech work

600,000

The Pennsylvania State University
University Park, Pennsylvania

To support the Humanities Institute’s Public Humanities
Initiative

650,000

Pitzer College
Claremont, California

To support a consortium-wide Critical Justice Education
program incorporating the ﬁve undergraduate Claremont
Colleges, Norco Community College, and nearby prisons,
juvenile detention facilities, and residential rehabilitation
centers

1,100,000

Pomona College
Claremont, California

To support interdisciplinary student-faculty research in the
humanities

845,000

To support presidential initiatives

100,000

Prison University Project
San Quentin, California

To support a liberal arts associate degree program at
San Quentin State Prison

500,000
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Reed College
Portland, Oregon

To support curricular and pedagogical revisions to the
ﬁrst-year humanities course

1,000,000

Rhodes College
Memphis, Tennessee

To support presidential initiatives

100,000

Rice University
Houston, Texas

To support humanistic research projects promoting
resiliency and responding to the ways Hurricane Harvey
affected the greater Houston area

150,000

Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey at Newark
Newark, New Jersey

To support the integration of prison education across the
university’s three schools of arts and sciences

1,500,000

To support the expansion of the Humanities Action Lab’s
States of Incarceration, a curricular, research, and public
humanities project

300,000

Sarah Lawrence College
Bronxville, New York

To support presidential initiatives

100,000

Scholars at Risk, Inc.
New York, New York

To support a project that expands capacity for mediumand long-term support for humanities scholars at risk of
persecution

400,000

Scripps College
Claremont, California

To support interdisciplinary undergraduate research
initiatives in the humanities

800,000

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
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Skidmore College
Saratoga Springs, New York

To support a new general education curriculum and two
faculty positions

912,000

Smith College
Northampton, Massachusetts

To support an initiative to reimagine the writing curriculum

900,000

To support a New Directions Fellowship for Brent Durbin

238,000

Social Science Research Council
Brooklyn, New York

To support the International Dissertation Research
Fellowship program for graduate students in the humanities
and social sciences

4,600,000

To support the creation of a program focused on
transregional research involving the Indian Ocean and the
principles of ethical collaboration

2,300,000

The Society for Classical Studies
New York, New York

To support initiatives to increase access to, participation in,
and equity within the ﬁeld of classical studies

150,000

Society of Architectural Historians
Chicago, Illinois

To support a data-gathering initiative that will gauge the
health of architectural, urban, and landscape history as
ﬁelds of study, and as degree programs and/or curricula
across the higher education landscape

508,000

St. Bonaventure University
St. Bonaventure, New York

To support the general education curriculum

425,000

St. John’s College (Annapolis)
Annapolis, Maryland

To support presidential initiatives

100,000
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Stanford University
Stanford, California

To support a New Directions Fellowship for Thomas
Mullaney

300,000

The State University of New York
Albany, New York

To support the development and expansion of prison
education and reentry initiatives, in collaboration with the
City University of New York

200,000

Stephen C. Rose Legacy Foundation
Providence, Rhode Island

To support strategic development planning

150,000

Sweet Briar College
Sweet Briar, Virginia

To support presidential initiatives

50,000

Trinity University
San Antonio, Texas

To support initiatives to enhance undergraduate research in
the arts and humanities

800,000

Trinity Washington University
Washington, DC

To support an initiative to incorporate global issues into the
humanities and social sciences curriculum

250,000

Tufts University
Medford, Massachusetts

To support a Sawyer Seminar on the Comparative Study of
Cultures entitled “Defamiliarizing the Family: Genealogy
and Kinship as Critical Method”

225,000

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
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United States Foundation for the Commemoration
of the World Wars
Washington, DC

To support the United States World War I Centennial
Commission in developing educational resources and digital
learning materials to accompany the creation of a National
World War I Memorial in Washington, DC

500,000

University of Arizona
Tucson, Arizona

To support the Fronteridades program of the
Conﬂuencenter for Creative Inquiry

800,000

University of California at Berkeley
Berkeley, California

To support interdisciplinary collaborative research
seminars, a mentoring program, and undergraduate
curriculum development
To support a New Directions Fellowship for Vanessa Ogle

2,000,000

300,000

University of California at Davis
Davis, California

To continue support for a public scholars program at the
Humanities Institute

600,000

University of California at Irvine
Irvine, California

To support an inquiry into how social media and other data
and can be combined with institutional records to support
research on the liberal arts

1,115,000

To support a research project on liberal arts and integrated
learning literacies for the twenty-ﬁrst century

750,000

To support a Sawyer Seminar on the Comparative Study of
Cultures entitled “Suffer Well”

225,000
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University of California at Riverside
Riverside, California

To support a series of fellowships, housed at the Center for
Ideas and Society, that will enhance the humanities proﬁle
of the university, aid in faculty recruitment and retention,
and assist with second project development

1,000,000

University of California at Santa Barbara
Santa Barbara, California

To increase student engagement, persistence, and success
in humanities disciplines for the university’s diverse student
body by enhancing the pedagogical practices of current
and future faculty, improving the pedagogical training of
graduate students, and conveying the connection between
humanistic study and a variety of career pathways

1,674,000

University of California at Santa Cruz
Santa Cruz, California

To support a Sawyer Seminar on the Comparative Study of
Cultures entitled “Beyond the End of the World”

225,000

University of Chicago
Chicago, Illinois

To support an initiative that expands training and career
exploration opportunities for doctoral candidates

3,000,000

To support a renewal of the Residential Fellowships for Arts
Practice & Scholarship at the Gray Center for Arts and
Inquiry

1,145,000

University of Colorado at Boulder
Boulder, Colorado

To support the Center for the American West’s program in
Applied History

800,000

University of Connecticut
Storrs, Connecticut

To support a regional academic alliance to build networks of
intellectual collaboration and interdisciplinary exchange in
the humanities

100,000

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
H I G H E R E D U C AT I O N A N D S C H O L A R S H I P I N T H E H U M A N I T I E S
(CO N T I N U E D)
GRANT AMOUNT

University of Denver
Denver, Colorado

To support a center for innovation in the liberal and
creative arts

250,000

University of Duisburg-Essen
Essen, Germany

To support a pilot cohort model for scholars in exile

500,000

University of Georgia
Athens, Georgia

To support the Global Georgia Initiative of the
Wilson Center for the Humanities and Arts

500,000

University of Illinois at Chicago
Chicago, Illinois

To support a Sawyer Seminar on the Comparative Study
of Cultures entitled “Urban Edges: Dreams, Divisions,
and Infrastructure - Comparative Cross-Disciplinary
Dialogues about 21st Century American Cities”

225,000

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Champaign, Illinois

To support a planning grant to conduct the necessary
groundwork to establish Interseminars in the Humanities
and Arts at Illinois.

150,000

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Champaign, Illinois

To support the Odyssey Project

650,000

University of Iowa
Iowa City, Iowa

To support doctoral reinvention efforts centered on
expanded training, public humanities opportunities, and the
creation of an interdisciplinary PhD
To support a Sawyer Seminar on the Comparative Study of
Cultures entitled “Imagining Latinidades: Articulations of
National Belonging”

1,341,000

225,000
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University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

To support a Sawyer Seminar on the Comparative Study of
Cultures entitled “Chronic Conditions: Knowing, Seeing &
Healing the Body in Global Africa”

225,000

University of Massachusetts at Boston
Boston, Massachusetts

To support the High Impact Humanities program to
integrate undergraduate research, experiential learning,
civic engagement, and career preparation initiatives

515,000

University of Michigan
Ann Arbor, Michigan

To support the continuation of the Our Compelling Interests
initiative at the Center for Social Solutions

3,000,000

To support an effort to collect data with institutions of
higher education that would serve as a large dataset for
studying the effects of liberal arts education on a broad set
of student outcomes

3,000,000

To support a pilot summer program in public engagement
and the humanities, and graduate education

400,000

To support preliminary work that will prepare the way for
an effort to collect data that would serve as a general use
dataset for studying the effects of liberal arts education on
a broad set of student outcomes

150,000

To continue support for the planning of an effort to collect
data that would serve as a general use dataset for studying
the effects of liberal arts education on a broad set of student
outcomes

146,000

University of Minnesota at Morris
Morris, Minnesota

To support an initiative to revise the general education
program to better develop student and faculty
understanding of the centrality of the humanities as both
relevant and innovative

137,000
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University of Minnesota at Twin Cities
Minneapolis, Minnesota

To support students and community partners in the
Heritage Studies and Public History graduate program

350,000

To support fellowships for graduate students in American
history

300,000

University of New Hampshire
Durham, New Hampshire

To support a program of public humanities institutes to
train humanities scholars to work in the public realm

724,000

The Regents of the University of New Mexico
Albuquerque, New Mexico

To support the transfer of Central New Mexico Community
College students in the humanities to the University of
New Mexico, and assure their successful completion of the
BA degree

1,200,000

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Chapel Hill, North Carolina

To support collaborative multiyear projects at Carolina
Performing Arts between artists, faculty, students, and the
local community

1,500,000

University of North Carolina at Greensboro
Greensboro, North Carolina

To support an initiative to improve outcomes and
post-graduation success for underserved students

200,000

University of Notre Dame
Notre Dame, Indiana

To support the creation of a network that will organize and
expand the Philosophy as a Way of Life curricular model

806,000
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University of Oregon
Eugene, Oregon

To support academic and community-university initiatives
in the environmental humanities

600,000

University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

To support a new thematic initiative called The Inclusive City

1,533,000

University of Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

To support a Sawyer Seminar on the Comparative Study of
Cultures entitled “Information Ecosystems: Creating Data
(and Absence) From the Quantitative to the Digital Age”

225,000

University of Puget Sound
Tacoma, Washington

To support an initiative to institutionalize experiential
education and provide experiential learning opportunities
for all undergraduates

800,000

University of the People
Pasadena, California

To support the expansion of a successful online bachelor’s
degree program for students who have no access to
higher education by incorporating courses in Arabic
that can increase the participation of refugee student
populations and other potential student communities in
the Arabic-speaking world

150,000

University of the South
Sewanee, Tennessee

To support a southern studies program

800,000

To support a ﬁrst-year college transition program

150,000

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
H I G H E R E D U C AT I O N A N D S C H O L A R S H I P I N T H E H U M A N I T I E S
(CO N T I N U E D)
GRANT AMOUNT

University of Toronto
Toronto, Canada

To support the Humanities at Large program of the
Jackman Humanities Institute

570,000

University of Utah
Salt Lake City, Utah

To support growth and outreach in the multidisciplinary
Paciﬁc Islander Studies program

600,000

University of Virginia
Charlottesville, Virginia

To support The Democracy Initiative, an effort to integrate
research, teaching, and public engagement to advance
understanding of the philosophy, history, and challenges of
democracy in the United States and abroad

2,950,000

University of Washington
Seattle, Washington

To support the Reimagining the Humanities PhD program

650,000

University of Wisconsin at Madison
Madison, Wisconsin

To support a research project within the framework of the
Mellon Research Forum that will study the effectiveness
of using class discussion as a pedagogical tool geared to
speciﬁc learning outcomes

1,000,000

To support the development and dissemination of a World
Humanities Report by the International Council for
Philosophy and the Human Sciences and the Consortium of
Humanities Centers and Institutes

600,000

To support a New Directions Fellowship for Caroline
Gottschalk Druschke

194,000

Vassar College
Poughkeepsie, New York

To support a Consortium on Forced Migration,
Displacement, and Education
To support presidential initiatives

2,500,000
100,000
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Virginia Commonwealth University
Richmond, Virginia

To support four-year pathways in arts and humanities
between the university and John Tyler and J. Sargeant
Reynolds Community Colleges in order to accelerate
baccalaureate degree completion and strengthen faculty
collaborations between the institutions

868,000

Virginia Community College System
Richmond, Virginia

To support four-year pathways in arts and humanities
between Virginia Commonwealth University and John Tyler
and J. Sargeant Reynolds Community Colleges in order to
accelerate baccalaureate degree completion and strengthen
faculty collaborations between the institutions

1,480,000

Wabash College
Crawfordsville, Indiana

To support initiatives to improve retention and graduation
rates

800,000

Wake Forest University
Winston-Salem, North Carolina

To support community partnerships for engaged teaching
and research in the humanities

850,000

Washington & Jefferson College
Washington, Pennsylvania

To support presidential initiatives

100,000

Washington and Lee University
Lexington, Virginia

To support presidential initiatives

100,000

Washington College
Chestertown, Maryland

To support presidential initiatives

100,000

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
H I G H E R E D U C AT I O N A N D S C H O L A R S H I P I N T H E H U M A N I T I E S
(CO N T I N U E D)
GRANT AMOUNT

Washington University in St. Louis
St. Louis, Missouri

To renew support for an interdisciplinary initiative that
would study the problem of urban segregation, with
an emphasis on St. Louis

1,000,000

Wesleyan University
Middletown, Connecticut

To support the Center for Prison Education

1,000,000

To support a New Directions Fellowship for Kathleen Birney

279,000

To support artist residencies that will deepen engagement
with the arts on campus and expand their impact in the
community

250,000

Whittier College
Whittier, California

To support planning for an Integrated Arts and Humanities
Program collaboration

75,000

Williams College
Williamstown, Massachusetts

To support a New Directions Fellowship for LeRhonda
Manigault-Bryant

300,000

Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation
Princeton, New Jersey

To support a program of fellowships that fosters
partnerships in higher education policy in different states

300,000

Yale University
New Haven, Connecticut

To support a New Directions Fellowship for Erik Harms

290,000

To support a Sawyer Seminar on the Comparative Study
of Cultures entitled “The Order of Multitudes: Atlas,
Encyclopedia, Museum”

225,000

Total—Higher Education and Scholarship in the Humanities $ 138,692,774
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A Far Cry, Inc.
Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts

To support capacity building and artistic initiatives

$

225,000

AAMC Foundation
New York, New York

To support the development, publication, and dissemination
of an updated second edition of the Professional Practices
for Art Curators handbook

80,000

Aaron Davis Hall, Inc.
New York, New York

To provide general operating support, as part of the
New York Theater Program

300,000

Afro-Latin Jazz Alliance of New York, Inc.
New York, New York

To support the creation, development, and dissemination
of new works, and revision of ALJA’s intergenerational
curriculum

300,000

ALIPH - International Alliance for the Protection of
Heritage in Con¾ict Areas
Geneva, Switzerland

To support the International Alliance for the Protection of
Heritage in Conﬂict Areas fund

1,000,000

Alliance of Resident Theatres New York, Inc.
New York, New York

To support theater rehearsal space subsidies through the
Creative Space Grant program

475,000

To support the planning and selection process for the
New York Theater Program

100,000

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
A RT S A N D C U LT U R A L H E R I TAG E
(CO N T I N U E D)
GRANT AMOUNT

American Association of Museums
Arlington, Virginia

To support diversiﬁcation efforts focused on boards and
executive leadership at American museums, in collaboration
with the Ford and Walton Family Foundations

1,500,000

American Composers Orchestra, Inc.
New York, New York

To support artistic initiatives and recovery capital

450,000

American Folk Art Museum
New York, New York

To renew support for an internship program in collaboration
with LaGuardia Community College

315,000

American Museum of Natural History
New York, New York

To support the reinstallation, refurbishing, and conservation
of the museum’s Northwest Coast Hall

500,000

American Symphony Orchestra League
New York, New York

To support a regranting program for diversity, equity, and
inclusion consultancies for American orchestras

2,100,000

Americans for the Arts, Inc.
Washington, DC

To support a national infrastructure for cross-sector
partnerships among artists, cultural organizations,
and local arts agencies

600,000

To support planning work to be undertaken for the
development of a research effort to examine the short-andmedium-term effects of the 2018 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act on
charitable giving to the arts

138,000
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The Arab World Institute
Paris, France

To support scholarship and a research conference
accompanying an exhibition devoted to endangered
historical sites in the Arab world entitled: Age-Old-Cities.
Palmyra, Mosul, Aleppo, Leptis Magna

60,000

Armand Hammer Museum of Art and Cultural
Center, Inc.
Los Angeles, California

To support the continued development of a web-based archive
of the museum’s collections, exhibitions, and public programs

500,000

The Art Institute of Chicago
Chicago, Illinois

To support the Chicago Object Study Initiative, a
collaboration between the University of Chicago,
Northwestern University, and the Art Institute of Chicago
to strengthen object-based training for art history graduate
students

1,025,000

Arts for Incarcerated Youth Network
Los Angeles, California

To support a pilot in New Mexico of replication strategies

55,000

Arts Midwest
Minneapolis, Minnesota

To support yearlong community-focused residencies for local
artists whose voices are underrepresented in the Midwest

500,000

Artspace Projects, Inc.
Minneapolis, Minnesota

To support the Artspace Immersion Program in Detroit and
Memphis

500,000

Asian Cultural Council, Inc.
New York, New York

To support cultural exchange fellowships for American
artists

300,000

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
A RT S A N D C U LT U R A L H E R I TAG E
(CO N T I N U E D)
GRANT AMOUNT

Association of African American Museums
Washington, DC

To support the inaugural executive director position

400,000

AXIS Dance Company
Oakland, California

To support Choreo-Lab, a training program for
choreographers with disabilities

300,000

Balboa Art Conservation Center
San Diego, California

To support change capital, as part of the Foundation’s
Comprehensive Organizational Health Initiative

700,000

Bemis Center for Contemporary Arts
Omaha, Nebraska

To support a new residency program for sound artists

500,000

Beth Morrison Projects, Inc.
Brooklyn, New York

To support capacity building

225,000

Brown University
Providence, Rhode Island

To support relocation of the Haffenreffer Museum of
Anthropology from Bristol to Providence, Rhode Island
To support improving physical and intellectual stewardship
of the Haffenreffer Museum of Anthropology’s Native
American and Indigenous collections and further their
integration in the university’s curriculum

5,000,000
500,000

The Bushwick Starr, Inc.
Brooklyn, New York

To provide general operating support, as part of the
New York Theater Program

150,000
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California Shakespeare Theater
Berkeley, California

To support the New Classics Initiative

300,000

The Carnegie Hall Corporation
New York, New York

To support the National Youth Orchestra 2
To support Create Justice: A National Network for Youth
Justice Through the Arts

1,000,000
100,000

Carpetbag Theatre, Inc.
Knoxville, Tennessee

To support change capital, as part of the Foundation’s
Comprehensive Organizational Health Initiative

770,000

Chinati Foundation
Marfa, Texas

To support the development of the Chinati Foundation
Archives

525,000

Cincinnati Opera Association
Cincinnati, Ohio

To support developmental residencies for new American
opera in partnership with the University of Cincinnati
College-Conservatory of Music

550,000

City Lore, Inc.
New York, New York

To support the research and archival needs of a
documentary on the life and work of Alvin Ailey

150,000

Colby College
Waterville, Maine

To support the inaugural programmatic activities of the
Lunder Institute for American Art

600,000

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
A RT S A N D C U LT U R A L H E R I TAG E
(CO N T I N U E D)
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Corporation of the Fine Arts Museums
San Francisco, California

To enhance staff and training capacity in the conservation
of textiles, objects, and works on paper

850,000

Craft Emergency Relief Fund, Inc.
Montpelier, Vermont

To support capacity building and an emergency readiness
and recovery program of, by, and for artists

500,000

Creative Capital Foundation
New York, New York

To support regional artist retreats and public programming

500,000

The Dallas Opera
Dallas, Texas

To support the Institute for Women Conductors

500,000

Dance Service New York City, Inc.
New York, New York

To support the New York Dance Rehearsal Space Subsidy
Program
To support planning for a regranting program for dance
rehearsal space in New York City

2,000,000
40,000

Danspace Project, Inc.
New York, New York

To support dance residencies

450,000

Emerson College
Boston, Massachusetts

To support capacity building for the Latinx Theatre
Commons

300,000
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Emory University
Atlanta, Georgia

To support a collaborative initiative that provides
object-centered training based on the collections at the
High Museum to graduate students in the university’s art
history department

650,000

Florida State University Foundation, Inc.
Tallahassee, Florida

To support dance residencies

388,000

Fractured Atlas, Inc.
New York, New York

To support the Black Theatre Commons archive project
To support Arts for Life

150,000
50,000

Fresh Meat Productions
San Francisco, California

To support the TRANSform Dance program

113,000

Hip-Hop Theater Festival, Inc.
New York, New York

To provide general operating support, as part of the
New York Theater Program

150,000

Institute of American Indian & Alaska Native
Culture & Arts
Santa Fe, New Mexico

To support planning for a research center for the study,
practice, and scholarship of contemporary Native arts

434,000

The International Association of Blacks in Dance, Inc.
Silver Spring, Maryland

To support Phase 2 of the Foundation’s Comprehensive
Organizational Health Initiative

2,636,000

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
A RT S A N D C U LT U R A L H E R I TAG E
(CO N T I N U E D)
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Ithaka Harbors, Inc.
New York, New York

To support a study of academic museum and library support
structures

100,000

Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival, Inc.
Becket, Massachusetts

To support the Pillow LAB dance residency program

300,000

Joslyn Art Museum
Omaha, Nebraska

To support an inaugural curator of Native American art

400,000

Junebug Productions, Inc.
New Orleans, Louisiana

To support change capital, as part of the Foundation’s
Comprehensive Organizational Health Initiative

700,000

La Mama Experimental Theatre Club, Inc.
New York, New York

To provide general operating support, as part of the
New York Theater Program

300,000

Lower Manhattan Cultural Council, Inc.
New York, New York

To support the Extended Life dance residency program

600,000

Loyola Marymount University
Los Angeles, California

To support Can You Bring It: Bill T. Jones and D-Man in
the Waters, a documentary ﬁlm about art in the age of AIDS

100,000

The Luis A. Ferré Foundation, Inc.
Ponce, Puerto Rico

To support a permanent revolving cash reserve fund

500,000
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Mary Miss - City As Living Laboratory
New York, New York

To support further development of the Mary Miss archives,
and training in the methods of the City as Living Laboratory

150,000

Merit School of Music
Chicago, Illinois

To support the Chicago Musical Pathways Initiative

3,500,000

Michigan Opera Theatre
Detroit, Michigan

To support the presentation of contemporary operas in
community-based settings

600,000

Mid Atlantic Arts Foundation, Inc.
Baltimore, Maryland

To support the USArtists International regranting program

1,000,000

Mid-America Arts Alliance
Kansas City, Missouri

To support regional performing and traditional artists
engaged in interdisciplinary social practice

500,000

Milwaukee Art Museum, Inc.
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

To support a study and planning process to address
knowledge management infrastructure at the museum

300,000

Minnesota Historical Society
St. Paul, Minnesota

To support a pilot training and internship program for
Native American students interested in the museum
profession

650,000

Movimiento de Arte y Cultura Latino Americana, Inc.
San Jose, California

To support change capital, as part of the Foundation’s
Comprehensive Organizational Health Initiative

700,000

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
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Museo De Arte De Puerto Rico, Inc.
San Juan, Puerto Rico

To support conservation and curatorial capacity for recovery
and response efforts

250,000

The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston
Houston, Texas

To support the conservation science program, and a
two-year postdoctoral fellowship

750,000

New England Conservatory of Music
Boston, Massachusetts

To support the Boston Bridge to Equity and Achievement in
Music initiative

2,500,000

New York Community Trust
New York, New York

To support the Mosaic Fund, a funder collaboration to
promote organizational health among New York City arts
organizations of color

500,000

New York Live Arts, Inc.
New York, New York

To support the Resident Commissioned Artist dance
residency program

570,000

New York Shakespeare Festival
New York, New York

To support the Mobile Unit and Public Works initiatives

1,000,000

Nonpro½t Finance Fund
New York, New York

To support Phase 2 of the Foundation’s Comprehensive
Organizational Health Initiative for the International
Association of Blacks in Dance

1,872,000
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Northwestern University
Evanston, Illinois

To support the Northwestern University-Art Institute of
Chicago Center for Scientiﬁc Studies in the Arts

3,500,000

To support the Puerto Rico artist development initiative

500,000

To renew support for the Chicago Object Study Initiative,
a collaboration between the University of Chicago,
Northwestern University, and the Art Institute of Chicago
to strengthen object-based training for art history graduate
students

429,000

Oberlin Dance Collective
San Francisco, California

To support dance residencies

343,000

Open Channels New York, Inc.
New York, New York

To provide general operating support, as part of the
New York Theater Program

200,000

Opera Theatre of Saint Louis
St. Louis, Missouri

To support the development and presentation of new and
recent American operas

750,000

Oregon Shakespeare Festival Association, Inc.
Ashland, Oregon

To support short-to-medium-term emergency preparation in
response to the effect of wildﬁres on the festival’s operations

150,000

PAɆI Foundation
Honolulu, Hawai‘i

To support the Native Hawaiian Cultural Heritage Network

375,000

Pangea World Theater
Minneapolis, Minnesota

To support the National Institute for Directing and
Ensemble Creation

650,000

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
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Peabody Essex Museum, Inc.
Salem, Massachusetts

To support training of a cohort of emerging leaders for
Native American cultural institutions

1,300,000

Penumbra Theatre Company, Inc.
St. Paul, Minnesota

To support the artEquity Facilitator Training Program
To support the Ashé Lab

1,200,000
100,000

People’s Light & Theatre Co.
Malvern, Pennsylvania

To support the New Play Frontiers Initiative

250,000

Performance Space 122, Inc.
New York, New York

To provide general operating support, as part of the
New York Theater Program

300,000

Philadelphia Museum of Art
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

To support a study and planning process to address
knowledge management infrastructure at the museum

1,500,000

Robert W. Woodruff Arts Center, Inc.
Atlanta, Georgia

To support the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra’s Talent
Development Program

600,000

To support an ongoing collaboration to provide objectcentered training based on the collections at the High
Museum to graduate students in Emory University’s art
history department

350,000

Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, Inc.
New York, New York

To support Upstart Co-Lab’s research efforts for impact
investing in the creative economy

100,000
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San Francisco Jazz Organization
San Francisco, California

To support artist residencies, commissions, and related
audience development initiatives

500,000

SmartHistory, Inc.
Pleasantville, New York

To support accelerated production of high-quality teaching
materials for global art history

500,000

Smithsonian Institution
Washington, DC

To support a series of object study workshops organized
by the Freer and Sackler Galleries for graduate students
specializing in Chinese art history

600,000

Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation
New York, New York

To support the ﬁnal phase of the Panza Collection Initiative,
a comprehensive study of the stewardship of conceptual art

745,000

South Arts, Inc.
Atlanta, Georgia

To support Jazz Road, a national regranting program for
touring jazz artists
To support a residency and touring initiative for Southern
dance companies

2,000,000
600,000

Southern Methodist University
Dallas, Texas

To support SMU DataArts
To support three postdoctoral curatorial fellows in
Spanish art

1,000,000
574,000

Stichting het Rijksmuseum
Amsterdam, Netherlands

To support a series of pre- and postdoctoral research
fellowships

800,000

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
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Theatre Communications Group, Inc.
New York, New York

To support the Equity, Diversity & Inclusion Institute

875,000

UBW, INC.
Brooklyn, New York

To support Urban Bush Women’s Choreographic Center
Initiative

400,000

University of California at Los Angeles
Los Angeles, California

To support interdisciplinary research on the Fowler
Museum’s African collections

600,000

University of Chicago
Chicago, Illinois

To renew support for the Chicago Object Study Initiative,
a collaboration between the University of Chicago,
Northwestern University, and the Art Institute of Chicago
to strengthen object-based training for art history graduate
students

406,000

University of Maryland Baltimore County
Baltimore, Maryland

To support a Baltimore-based consortium dedicated to
mentoring diverse cohorts of undergraduate students in
heritage science and art conservation

650,000

Washington National Opera
Washington, DC

To support the American Opera Initiative

125,000

Western Alliance of Arts Administrators Foundation
Portland, Oregon

To support the Advancing Indigenous Performance
Program

400,000
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Whitney Museum of American Art
New York, New York

To support an initiative in the preservation of time-based
media artworks

350,000

Williamstown Art Conservation Center, Inc.
Williamstown, Massachusetts

To support change capital, as part of the Foundation’s
Comprehensive Organizational Health Initiative

580,000

Z Space Studio
San Francisco, California

To support technical development residencies
Total—Arts and Cultural Heritage

500,000
$

75,148,000

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
S C H O L A R LY CO M M U N I C AT I O N S
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American Council of Learned Societies
New York, New York

To support an annual grant competition for digital
humanities projects

$

3,000,000

Aspiration
San Francisco, California

To support the further development of Editoria,
an open-source scholarly publishing platform

891,000

The Book Arts Press, Inc.
Charlottesville, Virginia

To support planning for a fellowship program that would
encourage diversity among staff in special collections
libraries

50,000

Bryn Mawr College
Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania

To support upgrades to the technical platform needed for
the publication of the Bryn Mawr Classical Review

20,500

The Conversation US, Inc.
Boston, Massachusetts

To support journalistic coverage of scholarly research and
related collections in the arts and humanities

235,000

Council on Library and Information Resources
Washington, DC

To support fellowships in humanities data curation for
African American and African studies

2,750,000

To support the creation of a digital library platform that
would provide access to records of the cultural heritage of
the Middle East

1,120,000

Fair½eld University
*EMV½IPH'SRRIGXMGYX

To support the development of a code of ethics that would
offer explicit guidelines for editors, reviewers, and authors
in the philosophy publishing community

75,000
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George Mason University
Fairfax, Virginia

To support the further development of Tropy, an open-source
application that would enable individual scholars to organize
and share images

701,000

To support a series of workshops that would assist historians
in the development and publication of digital scholarship

125,000

Heidelberg University
Heidelberg, Germany

To support the prototyping of a chronological gazetteer of
calendar and dating systems from antiquity

80,500

Hypothes.is Project
San Francisco, California

To support feature enhancements for annotation software
and grow its user base in the humanities

2,000,000

Indiana University
Bloomington, Indiana

To support the development of software that would
assist libraries in the preservation, management, and
dissemination of audiovisual ﬁles in digital formats

1,252,000

Internet Archive
San Francisco, California

To support research on the use of machine learning to help
identify and preserve online scholarly journals

125,000

Ithaka Harbors, Inc.
New York, New York

To support the digitization of out-of-print humanities titles
and the dissemination of those titles on an open-access basis

200,000

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
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Johns Hopkins University
Baltimore, Maryland

To support the development of a framework for annotation
interoperability

750,000

Library of Congress
Washington, DC

To support the assessment of the condition of books
in shared print repositories

540,000

Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München
Munich, Germany

To support the further development of methods and tools
that would improve the understanding of documentary texts
from the early Arab Empire

499,000

LYRASIS
Atlanta, Georgia

To support the further development of CollectionSpace,
an open-source collections management system for
museums

1,200,000

Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts

To support the digitization of out-of-print humanities titles
and the dissemination of those titles on an open-access basis

157,000

To support the evaluation of open-source software for book
production and publishing

40,500

Middlebury College
Middlebury, Vermont

To support research that would identify critical components
of the infrastructure for digital scholarship and how these
components are being ﬁnancially supported

100,000
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National Endowment for the Humanities
Washington, DC

To support a series of fellowship competitions for scholarly
research in the humanities that would result in digital
publications

756,000

New Mexico Highlands University
Las Vegas, New Mexico

To support the further development of a community-based
digital memory project

250,000

New York Metropolitan Reference & Research
Library Agency
New York, New York

To support the development of a set of guidelines for the
preservation of podcasts

142,000

New York Public Library
New York, New York

To support the development of a web archive of syllabi
related to contemporary black life and culture in the
United States

226,000

Northeastern University
Boston, Massachusetts

To support the digitization of out-of-print humanities titles
and the dissemination of those titles on an open-access basis

38,000

OCLC, Inc.
Dublin, Ohio

To support improvements to the infrastructure for
managing shared print collections

1,001,000

The Rebus Foundation
Montreal, Canada

To support the implementation of an interoperable
web-based reading system and personal library software

873,000

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
S C H O L A R LY CO M M U N I C AT I O N S
(CO N T I N U E D)
GRANT AMOUNT

Rochester Institute of Technology
Rochester, New York

To support the Image Permanence Institute in the
development of a research agenda and ﬁnancial
sustainability plan

165,000

Shift Design, Inc.
New Orleans, Louisiana

To support a symposium that would explore sustainable
funding models for community-based archives that serve or
document marginalized people and communities

75,000

Spelman College
Atlanta, Georgia

To support community-based archives in historic black
towns and settlements

327,000

Stanford University
Stanford, California

To support the further development of an initiative to
advance the use of linked open data in academic libraries

4,000,000

University of California at Los Angeles
Los Angeles, California

To support a pilot program of internships in communitybased archives

331,000

University of California at San Diego
La Jolla, California

To support the development of speciﬁcations for the
interoperability of local and national preservation
repositories

161,000
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CLASSIFICATION OF GRANTS
S C H O L A R LY CO M M U N I C AT I O N S
(CO N T I N U E D)
GRANT AMOUNT

University of Delaware
Newark, Delaware

To support public and scholarly engagement with collections
and exhibits on the political conventions of black Americans
during the nineteenth century

200,000

University of HawaiɆi
Honolulu, Hawai‘i

To support the digitization of out-of-print humanities titles
and the dissemination of those titles on an open-access basis

100,000

University of Kentucky
Lexington, Kentucky

To support planning for the digitization of the Herculaneum
papyri

40,000

University of Maryland at College Park
College Park, Maryland

To support the preservation of web-based resources
collected through social media platforms

1,200,000

University of Michigan
Ann Arbor, Michigan

To support the development of infrastructure for the
editing, production, dissemination, and discovery of
long-form digital publications in the humanities
To support the creation of online educational resources
about technical standards for audiovisual preservation
To support the development of international standards and
practices for measuring and reporting the usage of ebooks

1,000,000

100,000
93,000

University of Minnesota at Twin Cities
Minneapolis, Minnesota

To support the development of infrastructure for the
editing, production, dissemination, and discovery of
long-form digital publications in the humanities

789,000

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
S C H O L A R LY CO M M U N I C AT I O N S
(CO N T I N U E D)
GRANT AMOUNT

University of Nebraska–Lincoln
Lincoln, Nebraska

To support a pilot project that would introduce knowledge
from American Indian communities into traditional
academic databases

60,000

University of Nevada at Las Vegas
Las Vegas, Nevada

To support a regranting program for innovations in the use
of digital collections as computational data

750,000

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Chapel Hill, North Carolina

To support the preservation of audiovisual holdings in the
library and a pilot program that would extend such services
to the region

1,752,000

To support the development of tools and methods for the
appraisal, selection, and preservation of email

1,100,000

University of North Carolina Press
Chapel Hill, North Carolina

To support new publishing workﬂows and infrastructure for
open-access monographs in history

950,000

University of Oxford
Oxford, United Kingdom

To support the prototyping of a digital platform for
scholarly editions of primary sources that document the
European Enlightenment

704,000

University of South Carolina
Columbia, South Carolina

To support planning for a shared statewide library storage
and services project

56,500
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CLASSIFICATION OF GRANTS
S C H O L A R LY CO M M U N I C AT I O N S
(CO N T I N U E D)
GRANT AMOUNT

University of Toronto
Toronto, Canada

To support the initial phase of an international research
initiative that would explore the origins and development of
book bindings

920,000

University of Virginia
Charlottesville, Virginia

To support access to digital educational resources by people
with disabilities

1,000,000

To support efforts to increase usage and enhance the
functionality of a collection of video oral histories of black
Americans

1,000,000

University of Washington
Seattle, Washington

To support a fellowship program that would encourage
diversity among staff in university presses

1,205,000

Washington State University
Pullman, Washington

To support the migration of metadata about a collection of
electronic literature to a digital asset management system

42,000

Williams College
Williamstown, Massachusetts

To support the further development of Islandora,
a repository services platform

153,000

Yale University
New Haven, Connecticut

To support the initial development of a database of
bibliographic information about black American and
Black Diaspora authors
Total—Scholarly Communications

81,000

$

37,552,000

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
DIVERSIT Y

GRANT AMOUNT

American Council of Learned Societies
New York, New York

To support one annual cycle of program renewals at
the following institutions hosting the Mellon Mays
Undergraduate Fellowship: Barnard, Bowdoin, Brooklyn,
Bryn Mawr, Carleton, Connecticut, Dartmouth, Grinnell,
Haverford, Hunter, Macalester, Oberlin, Pomona, Queens,
Smith, Swarthmore, Wellesley, Whittier, and Williams
Colleges; City College of New York; Brown, Columbia,
Cornell, Duke, Emory, Harvard, Heritage, Northwestern,
Princeton, Rice, Stanford, Wesleyan, and Yale Universities;
United Negro College Fund, Inc.; the Universities of
California at Berkeley and Los Angeles, Cape Town,
Chicago, Southern California, the Western Cape, and the
Witwatersrand; and Washington University in St. Louis
To support the administration of the Mellon Mays
Undergraduate Fellowship program

$

5,622,000

270,000

American Indian College Fund
Denver, Colorado

To continue support for graduate degree completion
fellowships for Tribal College and University faculty

2,024,000

Arizona State University
Tempe, Arizona

To support undergraduate research and graduate school
preparation in Native American studies

750,000

Duke University
Durham, North Carolina

To continue support for a summer institute that provides
professional socialization to increase promotion and tenure
rates for underrepresented and other early-career faculty

698,000
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DIVERSIT Y
(CO N T I N U E D)
GRANT AMOUNT

Florida International University
Miami, Florida

To support a program of research and professional
advancement for junior faculty in the humanities

675,000

Georgia State University
Atlanta, Georgia

To support a pipeline and academic development program
for undergraduate students who aspire to enroll in PhD
programs in the humanities
To support the creation an early identiﬁcation system that
would combine new predictive analytic data with qualitative
research to enable the institution to determine which of its
undergraduate students would be the likeliest and most
successful applicants to PhD programs in the humanities

1,250,000

150,000

Hampton University
Hampton, Virginia

To continue support for curriculum redesign and faculty
development initiatives that promote greater engagement
with the humanities, social sciences, and arts

500,000

Lincoln University
Lincoln, Pennsylvania

To support faculty and curricular development in the
humanities and related disciplines

500,000

Morehouse College
Atlanta, Georgia

To support the development of a college-wide writing
program

684,000

To support a renewal of the Cinema, Television, and
Emerging Media Studies program

350,000

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
DIVERSIT Y
(CO N T I N U E D)
GRANT AMOUNT

Morgan State University
Baltimore, Maryland

To renew support for undergraduate, graduate, and faculty
research programs sponsored by the Benjamin A. Quarles
Humanities and Social Sciences Institute

500,000

National Center for Civic Innovation, Inc.
New York, New York

To support college and university leaders who seek to
improve campus services to immigrant students

150,000

New York University
New York, New York

To support the development of a center for Latinx studies

71,000

North Carolina Agricultural and Technical
State University
Greensboro, North Carolina

To support the expansion of a writing center and writingintensive courses throughout the general education
curriculum

500,000

The Posse Foundation, Inc.
New York, New York

To support institutional partnerships between the Posse
Foundation and a new group of colleges and universities

1,000,000

Prairie View A&M University
Prairie View, Texas

To establish a program of courses in African American
Studies

500,000

Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey at Newark
Newark, New Jersey

To support the Honors Living-Learning Community
undergraduate research program

1,500,000
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DIVERSIT Y
(CO N T I N U E D)
GRANT AMOUNT

School For Advanced Research
Santa Fe, New Mexico

To continue support for dissertation and postdoctoral
fellowships

420,000

Spelman College
Atlanta, Georgia

To establish an institute for the study of gender and
sexuality

589,000

University of California at Merced
Merced, California

To support faculty and graduate student development
initiatives

574,000

Winston-Salem State University
Winston-Salem, North Carolina

To support a program of faculty development and curricular
redesign in the humanities

600,000

Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation
Princeton, New Jersey

To renew support for the Dissertation and Travel and
Research Program and the Junior Faculty Career
Enhancement Fellowship

3,993,000

Yale University
New Haven, Connecticut

To support a series of convenings on recentering race in
humanities scholarship and teaching
Total—Diversity

51,000

$

23,921,000

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
INTERNATIONAL HIGHER EDUCATION AND STR ATEGIC PROJECTS

GRANT AMOUNT

American University in Cairo
New Cairo, Egypt

To support an early-career scholars program
To support activities aimed at developing public
philosophical discourse and strengthening public
humanities and civic discourse

$

500,000
50,000

American University of Beirut
New York, New York

To support a project that would create new collections of
oral histories of women and an archive
To support an early-career scholars program

1,000,000
500,000

Makerere University
Kampala, Uganda

To support a supranational research and graduate education
program directed by the Makerere Institute for Social
Research on decolonization, humanities disciplines, and the
university
To support a faculty early-career program that builds
research and leadership capabilities
To support planning for the establishment of a learning and
teaching center in the arts, humanities, and social sciences

1,500,000

800,000
60,000

Michigan State University
East Lansing, Michigan

To support a collaboration between the Stellenbosch
University Museum and the Michigan State University
Museum on the Ubuntu Dialogues project

395,000

Rhodes University
Grahamstown, South Africa

To support the consolidation and expansion of a creative
writing program
To support artist residencies

679,000
46,000
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CLASSIFICATION OF GRANTS
INTERNATIONAL HIGHER EDUCATION AND STR ATEGIC PROJECTS
(CO N T I N U E D)
GRANT AMOUNT

Stellenbosch University
Stellenbosch, South Africa

To support a collaboration between the Stellenbosch
University Museum and the Michigan State University
Museum on the Ubuntu Dialogues project
To support artist residencies

405,000

93,000

The Conversation Africa
Braamfontein, South Africa

To support The Conversation Africa, an online nonproﬁt
daily news magazine, to improve the public visibility of arts
and humanities scholarship

310,000

University of Cape Town
Cape Town, South Africa

To support the research and programs of the Institute for
Creative Arts

1,000,000

To support a project that reimagines tragedy and theater
studies from the perspectives of Africa and the Global South

548,000

To support an early-career scholars program

500,000

To support artist residencies

63,000

University of Ghana
Accra, Ghana

To support a transnational program for early-career
scholars at four universities

975,000

To support and enhance humanities research

800,000

To support an early-career scholars program

500,000

To support planning for the establishment of a learning and
teaching center in the arts, humanities, and social sciences

45,000

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
INTERNATIONAL HIGHER EDUCATION AND STR ATEGIC PROJECTS
(CO N T I N U E D)
GRANT AMOUNT

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Champaign, Illinois

To support a research and capacity-development project
between the Universities of KwaZulu-Natal and Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign

380,000

University of KwaZulu-Natal
Westville, South Africa

To support a research and graduate training program in
spatial humanities

599,000

To support a research and capacity-development project
between the Universities of KwaZulu-Natal and Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign

385,000

To support artist residencies

58,000

University of Pretoria
Pretoria, South Africa

To support a collaborative research and graduate education
project between the Universities of Pretoria, Cape Town,
and Ghana, and Makerere University on urbanization and
mobility

729,000

To support an interdisciplinary research and graduate
training program on archival studies

721,000

To support artist residencies

76,000

University of the Western Cape
Bellville, South Africa

To support a transdisciplinary research and graduate
training project on food studies

890,000

To support a project that rethinks the ways in which the
ﬁeld of South African literatures is conceptualized and
understood today

889,000

To support planning for the creation of a sustainable
archival infrastructure for preservation, access, and
humanities scholarship

127,000

To support artist residencies

68,000
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INTERNATIONAL HIGHER EDUCATION AND STR ATEGIC PROJECTS
(CO N T I N U E D)
GRANT AMOUNT

University of the Witwatersrand
Johannesburg, South Africa

To support a research and graduate training program on
urban mobility

858,000

To support a research and graduate training program on
emancipatory futures studies

733,000

To support the Wits Institute for Social and Economic
Research to pursue key research themes and strengthen
international research efforts

500,000

To support artist residencies
Total—International Higher Education and Strategic
Projects

70,000
$

17,852,000

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
P U B L I C A F FA I R S

GRANT AMOUNT

Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Disorders New York
City, Inc.
New York, New York

To support arts programming for individuals with dementia $
and their care partners

100,000

American Folk Art Museum
New York, New York

To support arts programming for individuals with dementia
and their care partners

95,000

The Andrew Goodman Foundation, Inc.
New York, New York

To provide general support

100,000

Arts & Minds
New York, New York

To provide general support

100,000

Citymeals-On-Wheels
New York, New York

To provide general support

125,000

Foundation Center
New York, New York

To provide general support

75,000

Greater Washington Educational Telecommunications
Association, Inc.
Arlington, Virginia

To support the Race Matters series at PBS NewsHour

150,000

GrowNYC
New York, New York

To provide general support

30,000
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P U B L I C A F FA I R S
(CO N T I N U E D)
GRANT AMOUNT

GuideStar USA, Inc.
Williamsburg, Virginia

To support GuideStar’s membership program

50,000

Intrepid Museum Foundation, Inc.
New York, New York

To support art and history programming at the Intrepid
Sea, Air, and Space Museum for visitors with dementia and
their care partners

64,000

Jewish Museum
New York, New York

To support arts programming for individuals with dementia
and their care partners

100,000

Legal Services Corporation
Washington, DC

To support the implementation of an online curriculum
for public librarians to assist library patrons in accessing
information on civil law

116,000

Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts, Inc.
New York, New York

To support the spring 2019 season of Lincoln Center
Moments, a performing arts series for audiences with
dementia and their care partners

75,000

Metropolitan Museum of Art
New York, New York

To support arts programming for individuals with dementia
and their care partners

150,000

New Venture Fund
Washington, DC

To support regranting to state and regional initiatives to
promote a fair and accurate census in 2020

100,000

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
P U B L I C A F FA I R S
(CO N T I N U E D)
GRANT AMOUNT

New-York Historical Society
New York, New York

To support the Citizenship Project designed to use the
museum’s collections to assist immigrants in their studies
for the naturalization exam

300,000

Nonpro½t Coordinating Committee of New York, Inc.
New York, New York

To provide general support

75,000

Philanthropy New York, Inc.
New York, New York

To support Philanthropy New York’s membership program

40,000

The Poynter Institute for Media Studies, Inc.
St. Petersburg, Florida

To support a pilot workshop that would explore and
promote new methods for covering the arts among news
organizations

50,000

Rubin Museum of Art
New York, New York

To support arts programming for individuals with dementia
and their care partners

51,000

Smithsonian Institution
Washington, DC

To support arts programming for individuals with dementia
and their care partners
Total—Public Affairs

200,000

$

2,146,000
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S T R AT E G I C I N I T I AT I V E S

GRANT AMOUNT

The Academy of American Poets, Inc.
New York, New York

To support an initiative that would enable 10 to 20 state or
city poets laureate to offer programs that engage people
with poetry around issues that are important to young
people and others in their communities
To support capacity building and a new fellowship program
for the Poetry Coalition

$

1,200,000

1,000,000

Equal Justice Initiative
Montgomery, Alabama

To support the construction of a center of education,
interpretation, and art at the National Memorial for Peace
and Justice, and the development of programs that will
disseminate knowledge about the history of slavery in the
United States

5,000,000

Firelight Media, Inc.
New York, New York

To support the development and deployment of educational
and ancillary materials and programs to enhance, promote,
and teach around Stanley Nelson’s new production Creating
a New World: The Transatlantic Slave Trade

1,000,000

Literary Classics of the United States, Inc.
New York, New York

To support editorial development of an anthology of African
American poetry, and public events that will engage
communities around the country with this poetic tradition

296,000

National Trust for Historic Preservation in the
United States
Washington, DC

To support the African American Cultural Heritage Action
Fund, which distributes preservation support to important
sites of African American history in the United States

2,000,000

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
S T R AT E G I C I N I T I AT I V E S
(CO N T I N U E D)
GRANT AMOUNT

The Studio Museum in Harlem, Inc.
New York, New York

To support the construction of the museum’s new building,
and capacity enhancement as the museum prepares for
transition to its expanded home

5,000,000

Total—Strategic Initiatives

$

15,496,000

Matching Gifts

$

952,901

Grand Totals

$ 311,760,675
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Report of Independent Auditors
To the Board of Trustees of
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
:HKDYHDXGLWHGWKHDFFRPSDQ\LQJ¿QDQFLDOVWDWHPHQWVRI7KH$QGUHZ:0HOORQ)RXQGDWLRQZKLFK
FRPSULVHWKHVWDWHPHQWVRI¿QDQFLDOSRVLWLRQDVRI'HFHPEHUDQGDQGWKHUHODWHGVWDWHPHQWV
RIDFWLYLWLHVDQGVWDWHPHQWVRIFDVKÀRZVIRUWKH\HDUVWKHQHQGHG
Management’s Responsibility for the Financial Statements
0DQDJHPHQWLVUHVSRQVLEOHIRUWKHSUHSDUDWLRQDQGIDLUSUHVHQWDWLRQRIWKH¿QDQFLDOVWDWHPHQWVLQ
DFFRUGDQFHZLWKDFFRXQWLQJSULQFLSOHVJHQHUDOO\DFFHSWHGLQWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVRI$PHULFDWKLVLQFOXGHV
WKHGHVLJQLPSOHPHQWDWLRQDQGPDLQWHQDQFHRILQWHUQDOFRQWUROUHOHYDQWWRWKHSUHSDUDWLRQDQGIDLU
SUHVHQWDWLRQRI¿QDQFLDOVWDWHPHQWVWKDWDUHIUHHIURPPDWHULDOPLVVWDWHPHQWZKHWKHUGXHWRIUDXGRU
HUURU
Auditors’ Responsibility
2XUUHVSRQVLELOLW\LVWRH[SUHVVDQRSLQLRQRQWKH¿QDQFLDOVWDWHPHQWVEDVHGRQRXUDXGLWV:HFRQGXFWHG
RXUDXGLWVLQDFFRUGDQFHZLWKDXGLWLQJVWDQGDUGVJHQHUDOO\DFFHSWHGLQWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVRI$PHULFD
7KRVHVWDQGDUGVUHTXLUHWKDWZHSODQDQGSHUIRUPWKHDXGLWWRREWDLQUHDVRQDEOHDVVXUDQFHDERXW
ZKHWKHUWKH¿QDQFLDOVWDWHPHQWVDUHIUHHIURPPDWHULDOPLVVWDWHPHQW
$QDXGLWLQYROYHVSHUIRUPLQJSURFHGXUHVWRREWDLQDXGLWHYLGHQFHDERXWWKHDPRXQWVDQGGLVFORVXUHVLQ
WKH¿QDQFLDOVWDWHPHQWV7KHSURFHGXUHVVHOHFWHGGHSHQGRQRXUMXGJPHQWLQFOXGLQJWKHDVVHVVPHQWRI
WKHULVNVRIPDWHULDOPLVVWDWHPHQWRIWKH¿QDQFLDOVWDWHPHQWVZKHWKHUGXHWRIUDXGRUHUURU,QPDNLQJ
WKRVHULVNDVVHVVPHQWVZHFRQVLGHULQWHUQDOFRQWUROUHOHYDQWWRWKH&RPSDQ\¶VSUHSDUDWLRQDQGIDLU
SUHVHQWDWLRQRIWKH¿QDQFLDOVWDWHPHQWVLQRUGHUWRGHVLJQDXGLWSURFHGXUHVWKDWDUHDSSURSULDWHLQWKH
FLUFXPVWDQFHVEXWQRWIRUWKHSXUSRVHRIH[SUHVVLQJDQRSLQLRQRQWKHH̆HFWLYHQHVVRIWKH&RPSDQ\¶V
LQWHUQDOFRQWURO$FFRUGLQJO\ZHH[SUHVVQRVXFKRSLQLRQ$QDXGLWDOVRLQFOXGHVHYDOXDWLQJWKH
DSSURSULDWHQHVVRIDFFRXQWLQJSROLFLHVXVHGDQGWKHUHDVRQDEOHQHVVRIVLJQL¿FDQWDFFRXQWLQJHVWLPDWHV
PDGHE\PDQDJHPHQWDVZHOODVHYDOXDWLQJWKHRYHUDOOSUHVHQWDWLRQRIWKH¿QDQFLDOVWDWHPHQWV:H
EHOLHYHWKDWWKHDXGLWHYLGHQFHZHKDYHREWDLQHGLVVẊFLHQWDQGDSSURSULDWHWRSURYLGHDEDVLVIRURXU
DXGLWRSLQLRQ
Opinion
,QRXURSLQLRQWKH¿QDQFLDOVWDWHPHQWVUHIHUUHGWRDERYHSUHVHQWIDLUO\LQDOOPDWHULDOUHVSHFWVWKH
¿QDQFLDOSRVLWLRQRI7KH$QGUHZ:0HOORQ)RXQGDWLRQDVRI'HFHPEHUDQGDQGWKH
FKDQJHVLQLWVQHWDVVHWVDQGLWVFDVKÀRZVIRUWKH\HDUWKHQHQGHGLQDFFRUGDQFHZLWKDFFRXQWLQJ
SULQFLSOHVJHQHUDOO\DFFHSWHGLQWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVRI$PHULFD
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
S TAT E M E N T S O F F I N A N C I A L P O S I T I O N
December 31, 2018 and 2017 (in thousands of dollars)

2018

2017

$ 6,161,815

$ 6,650,209

ASSETS

Investments
Redemptions receivable and prepaid subscriptions
Cash
Investment receivable

346,874

156,276

6,508,689

6,806,485

5,742

2,899

2,670

2,270

Other assets, including prepaid taxes

12,115

14,479

Property, at cost, less accumulated depreciation of $39,566 and
$37,130 at December 31, 2018 and 2017, respectively

27,240

29,175

$ 6,556,456

$ 6,855,308

96,552

101,388

6,103

6,094

Total assets
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Liabilities
Grants payable
Accrued expenses
Deferred federal excise tax

26,300

35,000

Debt

44,350

44,350

Total liabilities
Net assets without donor restrictions
Total liabilities and net assets

173,305

186,832

6,383,151

6,668,476

$ 6,556,456

$ 6,855,308

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these ﬁnancial statements.

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
S TAT E M E N T S O F AC T I V ITI E S
Years ended December 31, 2018 and 2017 (in thousands of dollars)

Net investment return

2018

2017

$ 54,136

$ 962,855

309,450

282,294

12,017

9,777

4,141

3,580

EXPENSES

Program grants and contributions, net
Grantmaking operations
Salaries
Employee beneﬁts
Other

10,953

8,424

27,111

21,781

1,315

1,318

Direct charitable activities
Salaries
Employee beneﬁts
Other
Total expenses
Change in net assets

454

482

1,131

1,252

2,900

3,052

339,461

307,127

(285,325)

655,728

6,668,476

6,012,748

NET ASSETS WITHOUT DONOR RESTRICTIONS

Beginning of year
End of year

$ 6,383,151 $ 6,668,476

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these ﬁnancial statements.

133

134

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
S TAT E M E N T S O F C A S H F LOW S
Years ended December 31, 2018 and 2017 (in thousands of dollars)

2018

2017

&DVK½RZIURPRSHUDWLQJDFWLYLWLHV

Change in net assets

$ (285,325) $

655,728

Adjustments to reconcile change in net assets without donor restrictions
to net cash used by operating activities

Gain on investments, net

(46,720)

(979,781)

Increase in investment receivable

(400)

(68)

Decrease (increase) in other assets

2,364

(2,178)

(4,836)

(17,971)

Decrease in grants payable
Increase in accrued expenses
Depreciation and amortization expense
(Decrease) increase in deferred federal excise tax payable
Total adjustments
Net cash used by operating activities

9

1,263

1,748

2,069

(8,700)

12,100

(56,535)

(984,566)

(341,860)

(328,838)

1,596,943
(1,251,739)

1,343,173
(965,099)

&DVK½RZIURPLQYHVWLQJDFWLYLWLHV

Proceeds from sales of and distributions from investments
Purchases of investments and prepaid subscriptions
Purchases of ﬁxed assets
Net cash provided by investing activities

(501)

(899)

344,703

377,175

—

65,000

&DVK½RZIURP¼QDQFLQJDFWLYLWLHV

Borrowings under revolving credit facility
Repayment of borrowings under revolving credit facility

—

(65,000)

Net repayment of borrowings under credit facilities

—

(50,000)

Net cash used by ﬁnancing activities

—

(50,000)

2,843

(1,663)

Net increase (decrease) in cash
Cash

Beginning of year
End of year

2,899

4,562

$

5,742 $

2,899

$

3,030 $

7,048

6XSSOHPHQWDOGLVFORVXUHRIFDVK½RZLQIRUPDWLRQ

Taxes paid
6XSSOHPHQWDOGLVFORVXUHRIQRQFDVKLQYHVWLQJDFWLYLWLHV

Change in redemptions receivable

$

Distributions of securities received from alternative investments

$

(65,598) $ (106,088)
73,352 $

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these ﬁnancial statements.
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THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION
N OT E S TO F I N A N C I A L S TAT E M E N T S
December 31, 2018 and 2017

1. Organization and Summary of Signi½cant Accounting Policies

The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation (the “Foundation”) is a not-for-proﬁt
corporation under the laws of the State of New York. The Foundation makes
grants in ﬁve core program areas: higher education and scholarship in the
humanities; arts and cultural heritage; scholarly communications; diversity;
and international higher education and strategic projects.
The ﬁnancial statements of the Foundation have been prepared in
conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United
States of America (“GAAP”). The signiﬁcant accounting policies followed
are described below.
Investments

The Foundation’s ﬁnancial assets and ﬁnancial liabilities are stated at fair
value which is deﬁned by ASC 820 Fair Value Measurement as the price that
would be received to sell an asset or paid to transfer a liability in an orderly
transaction between market participants at the measurement date.
The Foundation utilizes the practical expedient in valuing certain of its limited
marketability funds, which are investments where ownership is represented
by a portion of partnership capital or shares representing a net asset value
investment. The practical expedient is an acceptable method under GAAP
to determine the fair value of investments that (i) do not have a readily
determinable fair value predicated upon a public market, and (ii) have the
attributes of an investment company or prepare their ﬁnancial statements
consistent with the measurement principles of an investment company. All
of the Foundation’s limited marketability funds are valued at net asset value
using the practical expedient.
A fair value hierarchy prioritizes the inputs to valuation techniques used to
measure fair value. The hierarchy gives the highest priority to unadjusted
quoted prices in active markets for identical assets (Level 1 measurements)
and the lowest priority to unobservable inputs (Level 3 measurements). The
three levels of the fair value hierarchy are as follows:
Level 1

Inputs that reﬂect unadjusted quoted prices in active markets for
identical assets or liabilities that the Foundation has the ability to
access at the measurement date.
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Level 2

Inputs other than quoted prices that are observable for the
asset or liability either directly or indirectly, including inputs in
markets that are not considered to be active.

Level 3

Inputs that are unobservable.

Inputs are used in applying the various valuation techniques and refer to
the assumptions that market participants use to make valuation decisions.
Inputs may include price information, credit data, liquidity statistics and
other factors. A ﬁnancial instrument’s level within the fair value hierarchy
is based on the lowest level of any input that is signiﬁcant to the fair value
measurement. The Foundation considers observable data to be that market
data which is readily available and reliable and provided by independent
sources. The categorization of a ﬁnancial instrument within the hierarchy is
therefore based upon the pricing transparency of the instrument and does not
necessarily correspond to the Foundation’s perceived risk of that instrument.
Investments whose values are based on quoted market prices in active
markets are classiﬁed as Level 1 and include active listed equities and certain
short-term ﬁxed income investments. The Foundation does not adjust the
quoted price for such instruments, even in situations where the Foundation
holds a large position and a sale of all its holdings could reasonably impact the
quoted price.
Investments that trade in markets that are not considered to be active, but
are valued based on quoted market prices, dealer quotations, or alternative
pricing sources are classiﬁed as Level 2. These include certain US government
and sovereign obligations, government agency obligations, investment grade
corporate bonds and less liquid equity securities.
Investments classiﬁed as Level 3 have signiﬁcant unobservable inputs, as
they trade infrequently or not at all. The inputs into the determination of
fair value are based upon the best information in the circumstance and may
require signiﬁcant management judgment.
Investments reported at net asset value per share as a practical expedient,
are not included within Level 1, 2 or 3 in the fair value hierarchy and are
reported separately in the leveling table in Note 2.
Financial instruments such as those described above involve, to varying
degrees, elements of market risk and credit risk in excess of the amounts
recorded on the Statements of Financial Position. Market risk represents
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the potential loss the Foundation faces due to the decrease in the value of
ﬁnancial instruments. Credit risk represents the maximum potential loss
the Foundation faces due to possible nonperformance by obligors and
counterparties as to the terms of their contracts.
The Foundation invests in a variety of ﬁxed income securities and contractual
instruments, which by their nature are interest rate sensitive. Changes
in interest rates will affect the value of such securities and contractual
instruments.
The Foundation’s limited marketability funds are primarily made under
agreements to participate in limited partnerships and are generally subject
to certain withdrawal restrictions. Values for these partnerships, which may
include investments in both nonmarketable and market-traded securities, are
provided by the general partner and may be based on recent transactions,
cash ﬂow forecasts, appraisals and other factors. Investments in these
partnerships may be illiquid, and thus there can be no assurance that the
Foundation will be able to realize the recorded fair value of such investments
in a timely manner.
Realized gains and losses on investments are calculated based on the ﬁrst-in,
ﬁrst-out identiﬁcation method.
Redemptions receivable represent estimated proceeds to be received from
limited marketability funds where the Foundation has requested either a full
or partial redemption. Prepaid subscriptions represent payments made by
the Foundation to a limited marketability fund in advance of the date upon
which the limited marketability fund recognizes subscriptions.
Grants

Grant appropriations include both conditional and unconditional grants.
Unconditional grants are expensed when appropriated. Certain grants are
approved by the Trustees subject to the grantee fulﬁlling speciﬁc conditions,
most frequently that all or a portion of the grant funds be matched in a speciﬁed
ratio. Such conditional grants are considered commitments and are not recorded
as expense until the Foundation determines that the material conditions of the
grant are substantially met or such meeting of conditions is probable.
Substantially all grants payable are due within one year and are recorded at
face value.
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Taxes

The Foundation qualiﬁes as a tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c) (3)
of the Internal Revenue Code and, accordingly, is not subject to federal
income taxes. However, the Foundation is subject to a federal excise tax.
The Foundation follows the policy of providing for federal excise tax on the
net appreciation (both realized and unrealized) of investments. The deferred
federal excise tax in the accompanying ﬁnancial statements represents tax
provided on the net unrealized appreciation of investments. Under federal
tax law the Foundation cannot carry forward realized losses resulting from
the sale of investments. The Foundation is subject to income tax at corporate
rates on certain income that is considered unrelated business income under
the Internal Revenue Code. The Foundation’s tax returns are subject to
examination by federal and various state tax authorities. With few exceptions
the Foundation is no longer subject to tax examinations for years prior to 2015.
Property

Property substantially consists of land held at cost, and buildings and their
improvements located in New York City. These buildings are depreciated on
a straight-line basis over their useful lives, generally twenty-ﬁve to twentyeight years. Building improvements are depreciated over the remaining
useful life of the building.
Net Investment Return

Investment return includes income and realized and unrealized gains or losses
on all investments, net of external and internal management expenses, the
current provision for federal and state taxes and interest expense. Unrealized
gain or loss comprises the change in unrealized appreciation or depreciation
on investments, net of deferred federal excise tax provided on such unrealized
appreciation. Realized gains or losses include gains or losses realized on
the sale of securities and the Foundation’s share of the operating results of
partnership investments, whether distributed or undistributed.
Expenses

Grantmaking operations include all costs related to appropriating, paying
and administering grants. Direct charitable activities include expenditures
primarily for research. Salaries and beneﬁts are allocated to the activities
listed above, and also to core administration, based on estimates of the time
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each staff member devoted to that activity. Core administration expenses
are then prorated among the activities listed above based on headcount
allocations. Identiﬁable costs, such as consultants and travel, are charged
directly to each activity.
Amounts for program grants, grantmaking operations, and direct charitable
activities shown on the Statements of Activities will not agree with the
amounts on the Foundation’s Form 990PF, the federal excise tax return,
because a cash basis is required for reporting the expenses of distribution
for tax purposes as contrasted with the accrual basis used in preparing the
accompanying ﬁnancial statements.
Use of Estimates

The preparation of ﬁnancial statements in accordance with GAAP requires
management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported
amounts of assets and liabilities at the date of the ﬁnancial statements and
the reported amounts of revenues and expenses during the reported periods.
Actual results could differ from those estimates.
Reclassi½cations

Certain 2017 amounts have been reclassiﬁed to conform to the 2018
presentation.
New Accounting Pronouncements

Effective January 1, 2018, the Foundation adopted Accounting Standards
Update 2016-14, Presentation of Financial Statements for Not-for-Proﬁt
Entities and applied the changes retrospectively. The standard requires
the classiﬁcation of net assets into two categories: net assets without donorimposed restrictions and net assets with donor-imposed restrictions. In
addition, realized and unrealized investment gains and losses, interest,
dividends, investment expenses, the provision for federal and state taxes and
interest expense are now included in net investment return. The standard
also required additional disclosures surrounding the Foundation’s liquidity.
Additionally, in 2018 the Foundation changed the presentation of expenses
in the Statement of Activities whereby natural expense categories are now
included within their functional areas. This change has been retroactively
applied to the 2017 Statement of Activities. There is no impact on net assets
or to changes in net assets from these changes.
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In June 2018, the FASB issued Accounting Standards Update 2018-08, Notfor-Proﬁt Entities (Topic 958), Clarifying the Scope and the Accounting
Guidance for Contributions Received and Contributions Made. This standard
provides additional guidance for evaluating whether transactions should be
accounted for as contributions (nonreciprocal transactions) or as exchange
(reciprocal) transactions subject to other guidance and for determining
whether a contribution is conditional or unconditional. The standard is
effective for the Foundation in ﬁscal year 2019. The Foundation is currently
assessing the impact this standard will have on its ﬁnancial statements.
2. Investments
,QYHVWPHQWVKHOGDW'HFHPEHUDQGDUHVXPPDUL]HGDVIROORZV LQWKRXVDQGVRIGROODUV 

2018
)DLU9DOXH
Public equity

$

2017
&RVW

)DLU9DOXH

&RVW

211,293 $ 198,375 $ 352,085 $ 284,299

Fixed income

415,162

422,181

405,719

407,725

Short term

323,531

323,531

170,568

170,568

949,986

944,087

928,372

862,592

Private equity

2,851,291

1,901,627

2,681,027

1,741,707

Diversiﬁed strategies

1,159,256

1,016,070

1,420,094

1,188,838

Public equity

1,199,686

980,860

1,618,434

1,127,853

5,210,233

3,898,557

5,719,555

4,058,398

346,874

346,874

156,276

156,276

Payable from unsettled security
transactions

(474)

(474)

(879)

(879)

Receivable from unsettled security
transactions

2,070

2,070

3,161

3,161

Limited marketability funds

Redemptions receivable and prepaid
subscriptions

$ 6,508,689 $ 5,191,114 $ 6,806,485 $ 5,079,548

THE ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION

7KHFODVVL¼FDWLRQRILQYHVWPHQWVE\OHYHOZLWKLQWKHYDOXDWLRQKLHUDUFK\DVRI
'HFHPEHULVDVIROORZV LQWKRXVDQGVRIGROODUV 
4XRWHG
3ULFHV
/HYHO

Public equity
Fixed income

$ 211,270

6LJQL¼FDQW
2EVHUYDEOH
,QSXWV
/HYHO

$

23

6LJQL¼FDQW
8QREVHUYDEOH
,QSXWV
/HYHO

$—

,QYHVWPHQWV
DW1HW$VVHW
9DOXH

$

—

7RWDO

$ 211,293

—

415,162

—

—

415,162

323,531

—

—

—

323,531

Private equity

2,851,291

2,851,291

Diversiﬁed strategies

1,159,256

1,159,256

1,199,686

1,199,686

$5,210,233

6,160,219

Short term
Limited marketability funds

Public equity
$534,801

$415,185

$—

Redemptions receivable
and prepaid subscriptions

346,874

Payable from unsettled
security transactions

(474)

Receivable from unsettled
security transactions

2,070
$6,508,689

7KHFODVVL¼FDWLRQRILQYHVWPHQWVE\OHYHOZLWKLQWKHYDOXDWLRQKLHUDUFK\DVRI
'HFHPEHULVDVIROORZV LQWKRXVDQGVRIGROODUV 
4XRWHG
3ULFHV
/HYHO

Public equity

$352,022

Fixed income
Short term

6LJQL¼FDQW
2EVHUYDEOH
,QSXWV
/HYHO

$

63

6LJQL¼FDQW
8QREVHUYDEOH
,QSXWV
/HYHO

$—

,QYHVWPHQWV
DW1HW$VVHW
9DOXH

$

—

405,719

7RWDO

$ 352,085
405,719

170,568

170,568

Limited marketability funds
Private equity

2,681,027

2,681,027

Diversiﬁed strategies

1,420,094

1,420,094

Public equity

1,618,434

1,618,434

$5,719,555

6,647,927

$522,590
Redemptions receivable
and prepaid subscriptions

$405,782

$—

156,276

Payable from unsettled
security transactions

(879)

Receivable from unsettled
security transactions

3,161
$6,806,485
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6HWIRUWKEHORZLVDGGLWLRQDOLQIRUPDWLRQSHUWDLQLQJWROLPLWHGPDUNHWDELOLW\IXQGVYDOXHGDWQHWDVVHW
YDOXHDVRI'HFHPEHUDQG LQWKRXVDQGVRIGROODUV 
)DLU9DOXH
2018

Private equity (1)

2017

$ 2,851,291 $ 2,681,027

Diversiﬁed (2)

1,159,256

1,420,094

Public equity (3)

1,199,686

1,618,434

5HGHPSWLRQ
)UHTXHQF\5DQJHV

5HGHPSWLRQ
1RWLFH3HULRG

Not applicable

Not applicable

For 10% of Diversiﬁed
investments redemption
not permitted during life
of the fund.

Not applicable

Quarterly to 24 Months

15-90 Days

Monthly to 36 Months

6-90 Days

$ 5,210,233 $ 5,719,555
(1) This category includes investments in private equity, venture capital, buyout, real estate and energyrelated funds. These funds invest both domestically and internationally across a broad spectrum of
industries. Generally these funds cannot be redeemed; instead, the nature of the investments is that
distributions will be received as the underlying investments of the fund are liquidated. Unfunded
commitments at December 31, 2018 were $1.20 billion compared to $1.23 billion at December 31,
2017.
(2) This category includes investments in funds that invest in a variety of privately held and publicly
available securities, including equities, corporate and government bonds, convertibles and derivatives,
and includes investments in domestic and international markets. The Foundation estimates that
approximately 41% of the value of these funds can be redeemed within 12 months. Unfunded
commitments at December 31, 2018 were $42 million compared to $49 million at December 31,
2017.
(3) This category includes investments in funds that invest long and short in international and domestic
securities, primarily in equity securities and investments in derivatives. The Foundation estimates
that approximately 77% of the value of these funds can be redeemed within 12 months. There are
no unfunded commitments in this category.

3. Debt

Debt at December 31, 2018 and 2017 consists of $44.4 million of Variable Rate
Bonds (“Bonds”) with a balloon payment of principal due at the maturity date
of December 1, 2032. Interest for the Bonds is reset weekly by the Foundation’s
bond agent. Bond holders have the right to tender their bonds to the bond
agent weekly, and the agent has an obligation to remarket such bonds. Bonds
that cannot be remarketed must be redeemed by the Foundation. The average
interest rate applicable in 2018 and 2017 for the Bonds was 1.96% and 1.09%,
respectively. Interest incurred, exclusive of amortization of deferred bond
issuance costs and fees, was $868 thousand and $485 thousand in 2018 and
2017, respectively.
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The Foundation maintains a revolving line of credit (“Credit Agreement”) which
permits the Foundation to borrow up to $110 million as of December 31, 2018.
The interest rate on borrowings under the Credit Agreement is LIBOR plus
35 basis points. The Credit Agreement expired on April 17, 2019. On April 17,
2019, the Foundation entered into a new revolving line of credit which permits
the Foundation to borrow up to $200 million and which matures on April 17,
2021. The interest rate on borrowings under the new revolving line of credit is
LIBOR plus 40 basis points.
At December 31, 2018 and December 31, 2017, no borrowings were outstanding
under the Credit Agreement. Borrowings under the Credit Agreement are to
be used to pay grants or other qualifying distributions.
4. Taxes

The Internal Revenue Code (“Code”) imposes an excise tax on private
foundations equal to two percent of net investment income (principally
interest, dividends, and net realized capital gains, less expenses incurred
in the production of investment income). This tax is reduced to one
percent when a foundation meets certain distribution requirements under
Section 4940(e) of the Code. The Foundation qualiﬁed for the one percent
rate in 2018 and 2017. Certain income deﬁned as unrelated business income
by the Code may be subject to tax at ordinary corporate rates.
7KHFXUUHQWDQGGHIHUUHGSURYLVLRQ EHQH¼W IRUWD[HVIRUDQGDUHDVIROORZV
LQWKRXVDQGVRIGROODUV 

2018

2017

$ 4,689

$ 3,333

Current provision
Federal excise tax on net investment income
Federal and state taxes on unrelated business income

1,157

2,057

$ 5,846

$ 5,390

$(8,700)

$12,100

Deferred (beneﬁt) provision
Change in unrealized appreciation (1)

   8LIHIJIVVIHXE\TVSZMWMSR FIRI½X MWVI¾IGXIHSRXLI7XEXIQIRXSJ%GXMZMXMIWERHVITVIWIRXWXLI
change in net investment return at two percent.
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5. Grants, Contributions, and Commitments
7KHIROORZLQJWDEOHRIJUDQWDFWLYLW\E\PDMRUSURJUDPDUHDLQFOXGHVDOOJUDQWDSSURSULDWLRQV
DSSURYHGGXULQJ3URJUDP®UHODWHGLQYHVWPHQWVRQFHSDLGDUHLQFOXGHGLQ2WKHU$VVHWVLQWKH
DFFRPSDQ\LQJ6WDWHPHQWVRI)LQDQFLDO3RVLWLRQ LQWKRXVDQGVRIGROODUV 
3D\DEOHDQG
&RPPLWWHG
'HFHPEHU
2017

2018
*UDQWVDQG
&RPPLWPHQWV
$SSURSULDWHG

2018
*UDQWVDQG
&RPPLWPHQWV
3DLG

3D\DEOHDQG
&RPPLWWHG
'HFHPEHU
2018

$ 48,640

$138,693

$151,893

$35,440

Arts and Cultural Heritage

32,196

75,148

74,706

32,638

Scholarly Communications

Higher Education and Scholarship
in the Humanities

16,206

37,552

36,127

17,631

Diversity

5,554

23,921

24,763

4,712

International Higher Education and
Strategic Projects

1,606

17,852

13,756

5,702

—

2,146

2,146

—

Strategic Initiatives

—

15,496

12,496

3,000

Matching gifts

—

953

953

—

$104,202

$ 311,761

$316,840

$99,123

Public Affairs

*UDQWDQGJUDQWFRPPLWPHQWDFWLYLW\LVVXPPDUL]HGEHORZ LQWKRXVDQGVRIGROODUV 

2018

2017

$ 101,388

$ 119,359

Grants payable
Grants payable at January 1
Grant expense
Less: Grants paid
Grants payable at December 31
Grants committed at December 31
Grants payable and committed at December 31

312,004

284,149

(316,840)

(302,120)

96,552

101,388

2,571

2,814

$ 99,123

$ 104,202

$ 300,333

$ 255,003

11,671

29,146

312,004

284,149

(2,554)

(1,855)

$ 309,450

$ 282,294

Net grant expense
Unconditional grants
Conditional grants meeting conditions for expense
Less: Grant refunds
Net grant expense at December 31
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6. Liquidity

As part of its cash management strategy, the Foundation seeks to maintain
sufﬁcient liquidity to meet all of its ﬁnancial obligations for the following year.
7KH)RXQGDWLRQ³V¼QDQFLDODVVHWVDYDLODEOHIRUXVHZLWKLQRQH\HDUDVRI
'HFHPEHUWRPHHWLWVFDVKQHHGVDUHHVWLPDWHGDVIROORZV LQWKRXVDQGVRIGROODUV 

Cash and short term investments
Investment receivable
Public equity investments

$ 329,273
2,670
211,293

Fixed income investments

415,162

Redemptions receivable and prepaid subscriptions

343,392

Private equity and diversiﬁed strategies
limited marketabilty investments

1,401,179
$2,702,969

The Foundation also receives distributions each year from its private
equity limited marketability funds. These distributions, which are a source
of liquidity, totaled $616 million in 2018. The Foundation’s annual cash
disbursements are comprised of capital calls, grants, and other operating
expenses. These disbursements totaled $890 million in 2018.
As more fully described in Note 3 in the notes to the ﬁnancial statements, the
Foundation also maintains a $110 million line of credit, which was increased
to $200 million on April 17, 2019.
7. Subsequent Events

The Foundation has evaluated subsequent events through May 31, 2019,
the date the ﬁnancial statements were issued, and believes no additional
disclosures are required in its ﬁnancial statements.
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